THE

HAVING in some former discourses established and cleared
the foundations of religion, 1 shall proceed to raise the super-:
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structure. That God is the maker of the world; that he ob-
serves our moral actions, and will require an account of them in
the future state, and distribute eternal recompences accordingly,
has been proved by such invincible evidence that reason cannot
resist. It follows therefore that religion is necessary both for the
honour of God, and in order to the happiness of man. For we
cannot conceive, but that the wise Creator in making all things,
designed his own glory, both in the manifestation of his own per-
fections, and that they should be acknowledged and reverenced,

loved and praised by intelligent creatures. This is a natural du-
ty, to which mankind with an unforced consent agrees. For, as
honour in the general is the homage paid to conspicuous excel-
lencies, and spec:allvm beneficent virtues; so religion, that is the
highest honour, is justly due to God the most sovereign being in
all perfections, and our sovereign benefactor. And it is equally
clear that the happiness of man depends on religion. For if God
regard the actions of mep, not to have a naked speculative know-
ledge of them, but with an eye of provndence and judgment; if
he will accept and reward our services not as profitable to him,
but as the just expresmons ‘of our love, thankfulness and obedi-
ence to him, it is requisite our prime care should be to serve him.

In this the greatest duty and supreme interest of men are invio-
lably united: for what obligation can possibly be equal to that of
pleasing our Maker and preserver? And what is comparable to
the interest of eternity? From hence there is a general inclina-
tion in men to worship the Deity, impressed from the author of
nature; but the ways are diverse. Religion changes its shape in
several countries, and the rites that are observed by some nations
as sacred,- are rejected by others as impious, or vain. Now, in
this variety of religions, and every one contrary to the other, it is
necessary to consider which is that special way of serving Gad
that is only pleasing to him. If a traveller be distracted between
several ways, he will inquire which leads to his journey’s end, and
not go on with uncertainty. And is it not infinitely reasonable
to do that in the most important affair, which any person will
do in the most ordinary? To be indifferent in a matter so
deeply concerning us, is prodigious above all wonder. For if the
means we use to obtain the favour of God, provoke his anger,
our misery is remediless. But alas! no rashness is so common,
as that of men’s preferring one: religion before another. '
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religion alone is true, will fully appear.

® Arist, ”“‘pn
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I. By comparing it with other religions, that upon trial are
convinced of open falsity, or that they are infinitely excelled by
the christian in those things wherein they have any resemblance
or degrees of truth and goodness.

II. By considering it directly, as to its intrinsic excellencies,
and those external supernatural operations, that are the express
characters of God’s hand, which afford an infallible testimony of
his approving it.

. Before the coming of Christ into the world there were two
sorts of religions, Gentilism, and Judaism. The first is utterly
excluded upon the account of its gross and palpable contrariety
to the principles of sound reason.

1. By a fundamental error in the object of worship. Idola-
try then spread through all the regions under both the hemis-
pheres. Now it is evident by reason there is but one true God,
an infinite being, the maker and governor of all things, that has
alone divine excellencies in himself, and a divine empire over us,
and consequently is alone worthy of supreme honour. And what
greater indignity can be offered to him, than the placing of idols
inhisthrone? He is a jealous God, sensible and severe ; and will
not suffer any partner in his worship. His honour is eminently
concerned to vindicate his despised Deity. It is a pitiful shift to
allege that they honoured their inferior gods with a lower and
imperfect worship: for all divine worship is supreme, and to be
given only to the supreme God. Besides, what more debases man
than to consecrate the flower of his esteem and affections to unwor-
thy objects, and many times to things wherein were no signs of
life, much less any ray of divinity? It is evident therefore that
the mmnerous sects of superstition were involved in the most
wretched ignorance of God and themselves. And it is observa-
ble, that no quarrels were raised amongst the heathens about the
several gods they worshipped. For the devil, the irreconcilable
enemy to God's glory and mau’s happiness, was pleased with
their deadly errors. Let them adore the host of heaven or of the
earth, it was alike to him: for they all diverted the minds of men
from the sole object of divine worship, the true God.

. 2. Gentilism was equally culpable in the manner of worship.
Those who made gods to themselves, ordained their service ac~
cording to their fancies. But the true God that made man will
be worshipped according to his own appointment. Now if we
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ser sort then discovered. It was Cicero’s just censure of Homer,
that whereas he should have raised up earth to heaven, instructed
men to live according to the purity of the gods, he forced down
heaven to earth, and made the gods to live like men in this
region of impurity. It is the highest glory of man to be made
the image of God in moral excellencies, and it is the vilest con-
tumely to God to fashion him to be the image of man’s vicious
affections.

- Add further, that man was a sinner, and under fhe righteous
displeasure of heaven, all were compelled to acknowledge by the
stings of conscience. But what miserable work has been made
from the ignorance and guilty fears of the heathens, to render
the Deity propitious, is manifest in several instances, and espe-
eially in their cruel sacrifices of men. This was-their practice in
extreme dangers, to purge their cities, and avert divine judg-
ments. As if some eminent acts of sin had the virtue of expi-
ation. In short, the design of religion is to procure the favour
of God, and to sanctify man, both which are necessary i order
to his blessedness ; but how insufficient Gentilism was for these
great effects is manifest. Nay, on the contrary, such a prodi-
gious mixture of folly and wickedness makes it sadly evident,
that the variety of religions among the heathens, were but seve-
ral ways of dishonouring God, and perishing for ever. It is fur-
ther ta be observed, that the philosophers of greatest reputation,
admired as oracles of more than human wisdom, did not cure
these destructive cvils. They should have expressed an heroic
magnanimity (to which they vainly pretended) in resisting the
dreadful torrent of idolatry that overflowed the world. But they
basely temporized with the vulgar heathen. It was their declared
principle, that a wise man should follow the religion of his
country, and conform in his. external practice .with established
customs, if he resetved his mind free from philosophy. Thus
they extinguished .the most radiant beam of the Deity, and reb-
bed him of his most glorious attribute, the unity of his essence.
And by this we may judge how unfit they were to instruct and
correct the degenerate world, and make it truly better, when
they suffered religion, the fountain of all virtues, to be corrupted,
and the worship of the only true God, the prime and chief part
of piety, to be given not.only to inferior objeets, but to evil
spirits, Miserable physicians! Whose care was applied to re-
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dress some lesser evils that concerned societies, and neglected:
this mortal wound in the heart. Itisa killing aggravation of
their connivanice and compliance with ignorant idolaters, that
they held the ¢ truth in unrighteousness ; and when they knew
God, they glorified him not as God, but chenged the glory of
his incorruptible nature, into an image made like to corruptible
man, and . birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.’”
This was the state of the pagan world till the gospel appeared,
and.directed the natural religious inclination of mankind into its
proper channel to the only true God. ‘

; 2. The religion of the Jews is to be econsidered. This the
christians acknowledge with them, was divine in its authority,
doctrine, moral part, worship and promises. God himself was
the author, and confirmed it by many illustrious miracles.. It is
delivered in the miost ancient; authentic, and venerdble writings
in the world. It instructs us concerning the nature of God, his
works of creation and providence, and the judgment to come.
It commands the love of God, and to serve him only, and the
love of cur néighbour as ourselves. The ceremonial part was a
full contiction of the guilt of sin, a visible discovery of the rights
of eternal justice, and a powerful means to humble men before
the infinite and offended majesty of the Creator. It propounds
temporal rewards, as the. marks of God’s favour suitable to the
church then in-its minority, but under that veil the most excel-
lent and eternal: rewards. This religion in its ceremonial exter-
nal part.waes to continue till the coming of the Messiah, and
then to be abolished. To make this evident, I shall thus pro-
ceed :

#1(k) That the ceremonial part contained nothing that was
morally and unchangeably good, for then it had been obligatory
to all nations, and from the beginning ; whereas it was prescribed
only to the Jews, and after a long space of time, wherein many
holy men, though ignorant of that part of the law, yet received
a divine testimony that they pleased God.

* (2) It was of impossible performance to all other nations;
‘as appears by the precepts concerning sacrifices that were to be
offered only in Jerusalem, and by the Levitical priests, ‘and their
solemn festivals so many times in the year. Now the worship of
God being an essential duty of the reasonable creature, it is ab- -
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surd to imagine that it necessarily consists in such things that
cannot be done by all men.

(3.) God himself often declared that the rituals of the law -
were of no price with him absolutely considered. Isa. 1. Psal. 50.

(4.) They were enjoined the Jews for peculiar reasons, prin-
cipally that by those imperfect rudiments.they might be prepared
for the times of reformation. God had drawn in the legal minis-
tration, numberless images of the Messiah; their temple and
highpriest, their ark and offerings, with all their eeremonial
service did signally point at him. And this is an infallible evi-
dence that a mind superior to Moses’ designed all that work with
a final tespect to Christ, that the Jewish nation having the idea
of him always present might not mistake him when he should
appear.. And that heavy yoke of ceremonies, with the spirit of
servile fear that attended it, was to excite in them earnest long-
ings after the Messiah, the desire of all natiens, that with un-
speakable joy they might receive him at his coming.

. Now that the legal institution should expire for the weakness
and unprofitableness thereof, and a divine saerifice be offered up
of infinite value and virtue to reconcile God, and purify the con-
sciences of men, was declared whilst the service of the temple
was performed with the greatest pomp. Thus the Messiah spake
by the mouth of David, ¢ Sacrifice and offering thou dost not:
desire, my heart hast thou opened ; bumt-offering and sin-offer-
ing hast thou not required ; then said 1, lo I come; in the vo-
lume of the book it is written of me; I dulight to do thy will,
O my God.” Psal. 40. And the same inspired prophet declared
when the Levitical priesthood was in the greatest splendour, that
there was another order of the priesthood than that of Aaron,
established in a more solemn manner and of everlasting efficacy :.
¢ The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, thou art a priest-
for ever after the order of Melchisedec.”” Psal. 110. That this.
prophecy respected the Messiah, even the Pharisees could net
deny, for when Jesus Christ asked them whose son Christ was to
be? They answered, David’s. Avnd demanding again, why
David called him Lord, in those words of the Psalmist, - The
Lord said unto my Lord, sit thou at my right hand till I bave
made thine enemies thy foot-stool 2> Mat. 22, 42, They could
apswer nothing, Their silence was. a clear acknowlodgment that
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the Messiah was the person there intended. Heb. 5. 5. The
apostle also who wrote to the Jews, takes it for granted by the
universal consent of that nation, that that psalm respected the
Messiah, and proves it was accomplished in Jesus Christ. Be-
sides, it was foretold by the prophet Jeremiah, that another co-
venant should be made, wherein the real benefits of the pardon
of sin, and true holiness that were typified by the legal purifica-
tions and observances, should be conferred on God’s people.
¢ Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make anew
dovenant with the house of Israel, different from that made with
their fathers when they came out of the land of Egypt, I will put
my law into their inward parts, and write it in their hearts, and
will be their God and they shall be my people. And they shall
no more teach every man his neighbour, and every man his bro-
ther, saying, know the Lord; for they shall know me from the
least of them to the greatest of them, saith the Lord : for I will
forgive their iniquities, and I will remember their sin no more.”
.In short, there are abundant declarations in the prophets, that
the carnal religion of the Jews should expire, and a religion all
spirit and life should succeed in its place, and be diffused among
all nations. “This was to be introduced by the Messiah. Thus
Moses foretold,  The Lord thy God slall raise up a prophet
- from among thy brethren like unto me, him ye shall hear.” It
was the singular prerogative of Moses above the rest of the pro-
phets, that he was a lawgiver, and mediator of the covenant be-
tween God and Israel, and accordingly the Messiah was to be a
lawgiver and mediator of a new covenant. Now if the mosaic
institutions were to remain after his coming, the parallel would
not hold between them in those principal respects. Besides,
it was prophesied thiat the Messiah should be a king sitting on
the throne of David, and commanding the kings of the earth.
By which it is evident that his laws must be of another nature
than those of Moses, that were proper only to the church whilst
confined to the Jewish pale, but not for the government of the
world. And whereas the Jews object, that some of their rites
were ordained to continue for ever. The answer is clear, that
was only to distinguish them from some temporary injunctions,
that were of force only while they were in the wilderness, or when
they were inhabitants of Canaan, but were to be practised in all
Places, till by a new signification of the divine will they were for-
H
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bidden. And it is observable that in the Jewish law the term
for ever, when applied either to a man’s right, or to servitude,
imports only a continuance to the jubilee : so that those rituals
were to continue in their vigour during that entire period, and to
be determined after the coming of the Messiah, the great jubilee
of the world. And that Jesus Christ is the promised Messiah is
most evident, in that his coming was exactly as he was designed,
and was to be expected ; that he had the power of working mi-
racles to authorize him to change the externals of their worship
and service. Briefly Judaism now is but the carcass of a dead
religion, and the obstinate adherers to it, are become so sot-
tishly blind, as to believe the most prodigious fables as divine re-
velations. Their Talmud so reverenced by them, contains into-
lerable follies, nay blasphemies, against God. It regulates his
hours in the day. It relates that he spends three in studying the
law, and three more in the instructing children that died in their
minority, and that he employs three in taking the accounts of
the world, and in the three last diverts himself with Leviathans,
and that the night being come, (for they imagine that the sun
sets in Paradise) he ascends a chariot drawn by the swiftest spi-
rits, the Cherubims, and visits the eighteen thousand worlds he
created, [ shall not instance in any more of their extravagant
tales, not to be defended by the pretence of solemn mysteries,
and by strained allegories, This is sufficient to show that by the
righteous judgment of God, for their rejecting the truth of the
gospel they are given up to believe lies.

Since the coming of Jesus Christ, Mahometanism has over-
spread a great part of the barbarous world. But this carries in
it such apparent and certain marks of falsity, that it can be no
temptation to any person in whom there is but a spark of good
sense. Whether we consider,

(1.) The author from whom it was derived : a robber, one
drenched in sensuality, and therefore utterly unqualified to be the
revealer of the will of the holy God to men.

(2.) The quality of its doctrines ; some are ridiculous and ex-
travagant above the vanity of a fevensh dream : some are per-
nicious, ﬁatbenng both the lower appetites; the concupiscible,
by losing its natural restraints from exorbitant ﬁeshly pleasures
the irascible, by commending the violent oppression of others
for the advancement of religion.
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CHAP. IL

The christian religion directly considered. Previous considerations, that
there was such a person as Jesus Christ who conversed in the world, and in-
stituted that religion, is most credible from the uniform testimony of cbris-
tians in all ages. It is equally certain the books containing the doctrine
of Christ, are transmitted without material alteration. The proofs of the
christian religion, though not equal in clearness to sense or science, yet are
sufficient to conviuce unprejudiced minds of its truth. The iotrinsic ex-
cellencies of the christian religion covsidered. The doctrines of the gos-

* pel illustrate natural truths concerning God, and reveal what is further

- mecessary for his glory and man’s happiness. The entire agreement bee
tween them. The gospel discovers the misery of man in its causes and de-
grecs ; and the means of his recovery. It represents a full and glorious
image of God's perfections in the manner of our restoration, Therefore

. it is worthy of all acceptation. The christian religion sets before us a

. rule pure and perspicuous, in nothing superfluous or defective. The pro-
mises of the gospel are worthy of God, and suitable to the waots and de-
sires of men, They offer the pardon of sin upon the condition of repent-

- ance and faith. The supernatural assistance of the Holy Spirit. The sup-
ply of our temporal wants, and support usder afllictions. The reward of
eternal life,

I WIiLL now consider the christian religion directly in itself. It
has this noble prerogative above the rest, the more one searches
into it, the more its divinity appears. - Whereas -other religions
may please a sudden eye, but cannot endure a serious trial. Some
things are to be premised.

1. I shall suppose it as a principle above all doubt, there was
such a person as Jesus Christ, who conversed in the world, con-
signed the christian doctrine to the apostles, and by them it is
conveyed to us in the New Testament. For in asserting it we
have the uniform deposition of all that profess this religion, from
its rise till the present age, and in all parts of the world. Though
in other things of different opinions, yet they agree in this, that
Jesus Christ was their founder. Now who can better know the
Author of an institution ecclesiastical or secular, than those who
were admitted into its beginning, and those who have succeeded
in that order from age to age without interruption ? Besides, we
have the consenting and constant testimony of Jews and hea-
thens, the obstinate opposers of the christian religion, that ita
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name as well as original was derived from Christ. We may with
more reason suspect, there were never such philosophers as Plato
and Aristotle, or that the books which from their times by uni-
versal persevering fame have been attributed to them, were made
by others, and put forth under false titles, than to question what
is so generally received concerning the author of the gospel. It
is the perfection of folly and madness to oppose such evidence.

2. It is equally certain that the books of the New Testament
are transmitted to us in their original purity, without any mate-
rial alteration. For it is incredible that the societies of christians
should neglect the preserving incorrupt and entire, those writings
which they esteemed a most sacred treasure, on which they built
their hopes of eternal blessedness. It cannot be supposed they
would transmit them to their children, whose salvation must have
been dearer to them than the world, otherwise than they received
them. This were to charge them with the most supine careless-
ness, and unnatural cruelty. Besides, the great number of co-
pies dispersed through all places, and translated into many lan-
guages, and read in all christian assemblies, make the attempt
to falsify them in things of moment to be morally impossible.
This will be more clear if we consider that among christians
there have been so many persons wise and good, of excellent
learning and virtue, and of diverse countries, that by their office .
were established the depositories of those present writings. And
is there any colourable pretence to imagine, that they should suf-
fer any notable alteration in them, much less conspire to make a
change in any doctrines of faith or life therein delivered ? To
give reputation and credit to a lie, entitling it to divine revela-
tion, especidlly in matters of eternal consequence, is such a black
crime that none can be presumed capable of, but one that has
utterly lost his conscience. 1 shall not here urge, that the im-
mortal providence of God is eminently interested in preserving
the scriptures in sufficient purity. It were a vile imputation upon
lis wisdom and goodness to believe that he would permit them to
. be undiscernibly corrupted in points important to his own glory,
and man’s salvation. Thus a snare would be laid without possi-
bility of prevention, and the embracing error instead of truth
would be innocent. But this argument though incomparably the
best, supposes that the christian doctrine descended from heaven,
the proofs of which are to be considered.

H3



118 THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION CHAP. 11,

3. I will not insist on the proofs of all mysterious points of the
christian faith singly considered, but propound the arguments
that evince the truth of that religion, wherein they are expressly
and clearly contained, and from thence conclude that it is most
reasonable to believe them. As in besieging a town, the assail-
ants do not attack every particular house, hut vigorously press
on to possess themselves of the citadel that commands the whole,
and with that all the houses are conquered. That divine revela-
tion is infallible, is an acknowledged principle by all men : for
natural reason dictates that unerring wisdom and infinite good-
ness are essential perfections of God ; so that he cannot be de-
ceived, nor deceive those that trust in his word.

4. The proofs of the truthof the christian religion are of a morak

nature ; and though not of equal clearness with the testimonies
of sense, or a mathematical demonstration, yet are so pregnant
and convincing, that the considering dispassionate spirit fully ac-
quiesces in them. A mathematical demonstration brings so strong
a light that the mind cannot suspend its assent, but is presently
overcome by the naked propounding of the object : and hence it
is that in mathematical matters, there are neither infidels nor
heretics. But the motives of faith are such, that although the
object be most certain, yet the evidence is not so clear and irre-
sistible, as that which flows from sense, or a demonstration. And
it is the excellent observation of || Grotius, God has wisely ap-
pointed this way of persuading men of the truth of the gospel, that
faith might be accepted as an act of obedience from the reasona-
ble creature. For the arguments to induce belief, though of
sufficient certainty, yet do not so constrain the mind to give ity
assent, but there is prudence and choice in it. Not that the will
can make a direct impression upon the mind, that it should com-
ply with its desire, and see what it does not see. It cannot make
an obscure object to be clear to its perception, no more than it
can change the colour of visible things, and make what appears
green to the eye to seem red. But the mind enlightened by suf-
ficient reasons that the christian religion is from God, represents
it s0 to the will, and the will, if sincere and unbiassed by carnal
affections, commands the mind not to disguise the truth, to make
it less credible, nor to palliate with specious colours the pretences

J De verit. Rel. Christ,
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of infidelity. And thus the belief of it results from conviction
and love.

This moral evidence is as convincing as is requisite to make us
stedfastly believe and obey the gospel. Moral arguments produce
as satisfying certainty, though not so palpable as those drawn
from sense. When there is a concurrence of reasons proper to
the nature of things, and the strongest they are capable of, by
their united light they dispel all doubts and fear of the contrary.
For after the understanding has deliberately and impartially com-~
pared the motives and arguments in favour of the truth of a thing,
and those that contradict it, and finds the most weighty moments
of reason in one scale for it, and in the other nothing but air and
emptiness, it concludes without hesitation or suspence that such
a thing is real. And as it is impossible that a physical demon-
stration concerning the existence of a thing should be deceitful,
because the two parts of a contradiction, as of the being and not
being of a thing, cannot be true : so there is as it were an equal
repugnance, that a moral demonstration, formed upon'‘the best
arguments the matter will admit, should deceive the mind. It
presents the object without a cloud, so that the understanding
has an undoubted assurance of it.

I1. To proceed ; the intrinsic excellencies of the christian reli-
glon will appear, by considering the doctrines, precepts, and pro-
mises it contains, which are the essential parts of religion. And
of them in general we may observe,

1. Its doctrines.

The gospel illustrates and establishes all the natural prin-
ciples of truth and goodness that are common to mankind, the
rule of moral actions : and reveals all supernatural things requi-
site for the glory of God, and the supreme happiness of man, that
rectified reason upon the discovery, must acknowledge it came
from heaven, and infallibly leads those who believe and obey it
to heaven.

There is such an entire agreement between all the parts
of the christian religion for the accomplishing its great end, as
affords a clear conviction it is no human invention, but from
God. As the harmonious composition, the beautiful order, and
uniform preservation of the world, is a sensible demonstration
that it proceeds from a most wise, powerful and good cause.

- In particular, the doctrine of the gospel contains besides what
H 4
4
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may be known of God, ‘and of man by natural light, two princi-
pal points: an account of the corruption and misery of mankind
in its first causes : and his redemption effectually accomplished
by the Son of God. The discovery of both is cqually necessary
to man. The first makes him understand the depth of his guil-
tiness, that he is incomparably more wretched than he feels him-
self, clears the purity and justice of God in his dealings with
man, and prepares him by the afflicted sense of his condition for
mercy. And the knowledge of the divine Redeemcr powerful to
restore him, is as necessary in order to his duty and happiness.
For without it he would be always tormented with the moumnful
remembrance of his lost felicity, and hardened in despair.

The christian religion gives a full account of the deprava-
tion aud misery of human nature in its first causes. The hea-
thens felt an inseparable permanent discord in man between the
upper faculties and the lower appetites, but were utterly igno-
rant of the cause of it. Now the scripture reveals that man in
the original frame of his nature was regular and holy, a piece of
workmanship worthy the perfections of his Creator, but he abused
his liberty to break the first command, which was given for the
trial of his obedience. He yielded to the enticements of a fallen
spirit, who was a liar, that he might be a murderer, and by his
revolt from God lost his holiness, and made a forfeiture of all the
privileges of his happy state. Thus the fountain was tainted;
and ¢ Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? By the
offence of one judgment came upon all to condemnation.” Eve-
ry man is now born a slave of sin, a tributary of death. From
hence it follows, that the most deformed monsters in villany, the
most fierce enemies of religion serve to confirm its truth, as well
as the most eminent saints. These show the virtue of redemp-
tion by the sanctity of their lives, the other the corruption of na-
ture by their obstinate wickedness.

The christian religion instructs us that God sent his own
son into the world in the human nature, that he might offer up
himself an expiatory sacrifice for the sins of men, to restore them
to his favour. This is a mystery above the flight of any created
understanding ; yet it is so tempered and framed ; there is such
an uniformity of wisdom in all its parts, it presents such a full
and glorious image of the Deity in all his perfections, that it cau-
ses the highest admiration, and commands belief in thoee who
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duly consider it. The whole economy becomes the majesty, the
goodness, the holiness and justice of God. His supreme majesty
appears in his pardoning the guilty for the sufferings of another,
For this is an infallible proof that he is above law. And his in-~
conceivable mercy is the only principle and fountain of our par-
don. For man was absolutely incapable to merit the favour, or
to repair the honour of God, so injured by his inexcusable dis--
obedience. Repentance cannot produce such great effects,
What merit can there be in the sorrowful sense and confession of
that which deserves eternal death? Besides an extreme hatred
of sin, an ardent love of holiness, serious resolutions to follow it
whatever it costs, (which is the best part of repentance) was due
to God before the commission of sin, therefore cannot be satis-
faction; so that pure mercy is the cause of forgiveness. More-
over, God to glorify his holiness in declaring his vehement and ir-
reconcilable hatred to sin, and to preserve the rights of justice,
was pleased to appoint an all-sufficient mediator, capable to offer
himself an expiatory sacrifice for sin, and to give an infinite value
to it. This was done by the incarnation of the Son of God.
The flesh and blood he took of our humanity, was made divine
by union with him, and offered on the cross was full payment for
our offences. Thus justice and mercy triumph with equal glory,
being equally victorious. For what is more honourable to justice
than satisfaction equal to the offence? And what can more com-
mend mercy than the most free and undeserved bestowing the
high price requisite for it? Thus the gospel affords to us a just
and complete idea of the divine excellencies in the redemption of
man. The design, manner, and the effect are most worthy of
God. Where might such a contrivance of wisdom be framed but
in the divine mind? Where could such an excess of compassion
be found but in the heart of God? Thus it became God who is
love, to magnify his love, to advance his dearest glory, and over-
come our guilty disaffection to himself. For while terrible appre-
hensions of . the Deity possess the heart it is frozen with a stony
rigour, which the hope of mercy only can dissolve. Thus it ap-
pears that the ¢ doctrine of the gospel is worthy of all accepta-
tion.”

2. Its precepts. 'The christian religion sets before us a rule of
life pure and perspicuous, in nothing superfluous or defective, but
comprehending the entire duty of man, this was necessary in ore
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der to his recovery. For in his fallen state the law of nature is
active in some things, but dormant in others. The best morals
of the heathens are dashed with impure permission. ¢ But the
grace of God that bringeth salvation, teaches us that denying un-
godliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously
and godly in this present world.” It forbids all sin in all its de-
grees, not only the consummation of it in the act, but the first
conception of it in the thoughts, and desires. Which argues that
the lawgiver was more than a man, having an inspection into the
heart, which is only visible to God, and only accountable to him.
It teaches us to worship God the supreme and purest spirit with
the highest esteem, and with purity of affections. It enjoins all
relative duties to men in a most perfect manner. What thinge
we would have others to do unto us, supposing ourselves in their
circumstances, we are obliged to do them. This one law of
Christ eminently contains all others that respect society. This
is the primitive rule of commerce, and directs our carriage to-
wards all persons with justice and equity, kindness and decency.
The gospel also with respect to ourselves gives a perfect rule to
make us holy and blessed. It teaches us the contempt of the
world, the valuation of heaven, the restraint of corrupted sense,
and the angelical exercise of our affections. In short, it com-
mands the practice of all virtues, and that we should aspire to
the most eminent degrees in them. But especially it enjoins hu-
mility and love to God, the foundation and perfection of all vir-
tues, of which the precepts of philosophy take little notice. ' Hu-
mility, that is, a lively deep sense that nothing is properly ours
but sin and misery, arises from the consideration of our absolute
dependance upon God for our being, all the benefits we enjoy in
nature or grace. From hence gratitude springs. It is most rea-
sonable that our lives should be a continual expression of obedi-
ence from a noble and free principle of love to God, and be de-
signed for his honour, and that for all our advantages temporal
and spiritual we should only glory in him. In this philosophers
were very defective : * they considered man with respect to himself,
or to other creatures without him, and accordingly the product of

® Nullam virtus aliam mercedem laborum periculorumque desiderat, prater
hanc laudis & glorie : que quidem detracta, quid est quod in hoc tam exigua
vite curricalo, & tam brevi, tantis nos in laboribus exerceamus? Cicer,
per, Arch.
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man qualified to receive it. It is not more true that God is the
judge of the world, and that all men shall appear before his tri-
bunal, than that sin without repentance shall not escape punish-
ment. To forgive the unreformed sinner would stain his purest
perfections, the inviolable beauty of his holiness, the incorruptible
rectitude of his justice. Such lenity would have a pernicious in-
-fluence on the corrupt world, by encouraging men to sin without
fear, and outrageously to break his laws in confidence of pardon,
Therefore in the evangelical promise, repentance and remission of
sins are inseparably joined. Repentance is a preparative in order
to our receiving divine mercy, and a strong preservative against
sin for time to come. The remembrance of those sorrows and
fears, the anxieties and indignation against himself that sin cau-
sed in a true penitent, will make him jealous for the future of his
heart, and circumspect against all temptations that may betray
him. As one that has narrowly escaped consuming by fire,
retains the.idea of his danger so deeply impressed on his mind,
that upon any new occasion his ancient fears revive, and make
‘him very watchful. Besides, the apprehension of just and eter-
nal vengeance, makes the mercy of God so admirable, the sense
of his tender compassion so sweet, that an humble believer cannot
forget or neglect it. The forgiveness of sin in this way is not
only an engagement, but an infallible cause of fearing to offend a
God so great and good.

And faith is a qualification as requisite for the obtaining
pardon; that is, a cordial entire receiving Jesus Christ as he is
presented to us in the gospel: to resign our minds to his doc-
trines as our prophet, to have reliance on his sacrifice and media-
tion as our priest; to yield universal cheerful and constant obedi-
ence to him as our king. And how congruous is it that all who
receive so invaluable a benefit as forgiveness of sin, should thus
honour him who procures it?

And the gospel affords the strongest assurance that God is
most willing to pardon humble and contrite sinners. This is ne-
cessary for the relief and ease of true penitents. For when the
enlightened conscience reflects upon the number and enormity of
its sins, the presumption in committing them, it is ready to be
swallowed up with despair of recovering the lost favour of God.
It cannot devise any means how to appease his incensed majesty,
and satisfy violated justice: how a rebel should become his son ;
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how one condemned to everlasting punishment, should be re-
stored to the unfading inheritance of life. The ease is most in-
tricate and hopeless. Now the gospel prapounds means of uni-
versal sovereign efficacy to reconcile God to us; the most pre-
cious blood of his Son offered up a sacrifice to expiate sin. This
sprinkles all nations, and in all ages retains an undecaying vir-
tue. This affords solid and everlasting comfort to all sensible
returning sitiners,

The  sending of “the holy spmt of God to renew us accord-
ing to his image, and to confirm us against temptations in this
mortal life, is another promise of the gospel, and most requisite
o make us capable to serve and enjoy him. A happy temper of
nature, the precepts of philosophy, virtuous examples, the seve-
rity of human laws, are not powerful to regenerate a man, and
transform bii -intd a new creature. ‘They may restrain the ex-
orbitances of carnal appetites, but cannot thoroughly change the
mind and affections. Were there any vital spark within, any
seed of holiness in man’s corrupted. nature, such assistance might
cherish it; but he is dead to the truly spiritual life, though mot
to the merd!y ‘moral; and no less than an omnipotent efficacy
can produck-a new spring of life, a divine nature, the principle
of willing ebedience to God. And after conversion, while in the
state of trigl here, the best are subject to innumersble surprises
by their own frailty, and exposed to new dangers every hour by
temptationa-that foment and heighten the relics of sin in them,
so that without supernatural assistance they would be quite dis-
couraged and foiled by the ememies that war against.the soul.
Now in the gispel God has promised to give: ¢ the Holy Spirit
to those that ask it:”’ in the ‘most hazardous and difficult con-
flicts, he assures those who asdently address themselves to him’
for help, ¢ that his grace shall be sufficient for them.”

The gospel ' contains. many: gracious promisés with re-
spect. to supplying the frants, and giving: support and refreshment
under the troubles of the present life. Temporal blessings are
in the lowest rank of good things, :and are promised as they’
should be.desived sabordimately to oar chief good. . First seck
the kingdom: of heaven, and the righteousnese thereof, and all
other things shall be added,” saith our Saviour. And to relieve
us in the troubles of this mortal state, the gospel assures us of
their blessed issue at the last, The main design of philosophy was'
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to reconcile the mind to every condition ; that nothing might be
able to discompose its tranquillity. As some high mountains that
ascend above the middle region, whilst clouds charged with
thunder break upon the sides, and storms encompass it below,
yet the top has a pure sun and calm air. Thus the philosophers
pretended to raise man to that height of virtue, that the superior
part the mind, should be serene and undisturbed, whatever was
done to his lower part the body. But their principles were in-
sufficient on which they built their persuasion. Some pretended
that men were abused by words, and that was the cause of their
misery. The loss of estate, of relations, of health, were not
real evils, but only called so. Sottish wisdom! As if things by
the change of names would alter their qualities. Call them by
what soft titles you please, still they are injurious and afflictive
to our nature, and to persuade the contrary is to deprive us of
sense. Others tell us that the evils we suffer are fatal, and to
resist inevitable destiny is to no purpose. But this is to exas-
perate instead of allaying our sorrows. This is to turn our fears
into despair, to make an afflicted condition absolutely uncom-
fortable. Others direct us to look abroad into the wretched
world, and compound a medicine of the miseries of others for
our own griefs. But this as it is vicious in its principle, so it
affords no true relief. For that another suffers in the same or
different manner does not lessen the evil that oppresses me.
Nay if human affections are not extinguished, by a sorrowful in-
fluence increases it. Others discourse of the vanity of riches,
pleasures, dignities, and life itself, to make us quietly to part
with them. But this discourse, though true and useful, yet
cannot afford contentment, unless to a Christian, whose hopes
extend to a future state of blessedness. For how mean soever
these things be, yet, if we know no better, they are our felicity.
Some attribute. to naked virtue a power sufficient to support a
man under the heaviest troubles. This they affirmed to be the
true philosophers’ stone, that purifies and exalts the basest metals,
turning them into fine gold; that enables a person not only to
be content in every state, but to enjoy torments, and be pleased
with the greatest disasters that befal him.* But they took so

® Vereor, ne ille plura tribuit virtuti, quam natura patiater. Cic, ts,
4, 4dcad, Quest.
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high a strain, that human nature could not uphold. The in-
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divine mercy. The gospel is that paradise wherein the tree of
life is, whose leaves are for the healing the nations.
- The christian religion promises for the reward of obedience a
hlessedness most becoming the glorious goodness of God to be-
stow, and the reasonable creature to desire; that is, the perfec-
tion and satisfaction of his most noble faculties, in the clear
vision and full enjoyment of God himself in a perfect eternal
state. The heathens wretchedly mistook in their opinions ahout
the last end of man. There is a secret instinct in the human
nature towards a felicity suitable to the more excellent and di-
vine part, but stified under darkness and concupiscence, that is
become a second nature. Reason is misled by sense after the
fickle appearances, the deceitful vanishing colours of good. And
this is a certain indication that man is fallen from the degree of
his original perfection. For if it had been never corrupted, he
should enjoy with assurance true and complete happiness : if he
had been always corrupted, there would be no glimmering idea
of an happiness above what this present world affords, no incli-
nation towards it. This is the spring of his misery and sin, that
the spiritual etemal good is undiscerned, unregarded, whilst he
secks for happiness in numberless vanities. The philosophers
themselves are extremely divided, and are mistaken in this main
point. This was indeed the master-piece for which all their phi-
losophy was designed, and their pretences to make this disco-
very gave them reputation. From all parts some came to
Athens, as the universal mart, to be furnished with felicity.
From hence sprung the variety of sects among them: by this
livery they were distinguished. For philosophy being the rule of
life, is specified by the end to which it leads. From hence arose
their sharp contentions, every sect being concerned to defend
their palladium. And as the wasps fly about with noise, and
sting those who provoke them, and make combs like bees, but
without wax orhoney: thus the philosophers were full of glorious
presumptions, were vehement against dissenters, and had the
appearances of wisdom, but afforded no certain light to direct
the mind, no heavenly motives to allure the will. They were
not competent nor sincere searchers after true happiness. For,

1. The darkness wherein all men are born, involved them,
and without supernatural light could not be dispelled.

2, They were ambitious of superiority : every great spirit was
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desirous to raise a sect, to act the part of a hing in the scene of
fame. Now by propounding a netw object as the blessedness of

+ Quzdam arcana apud se babuisse, neq; se permittere omnibus,
I
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The Stoics asserted felicity to consist only in virtue. But -
this is contrary to reason and humanity. For the union of the
physical good with the moral is requisite to give satisfaction to
the faculties of man.

Plato and his followers, in whom natural reason ascended as
high as in any of the Gentiles, * had a glimpse of the true bless-
edness of man, as consisting in his likeness to God and the en-
Joyment of him. But their knowledge was shadowed with much
ignorance, their hopes mixed with doubtful fears. They had
rather suspicious and wandering desires, than solid apprehensions
and firm expectations of it.

Briefly, no sparks struck out of human intellectuals were suf-
ficient to give light or heat, to direct in the clear way, and to
animate against the intervening difficulties that hinder men in
the pursuit of blessedness. This was the state of the Pagan
world, till “light and immortality were brought to light through
the gospel.” The quality of this life is therein revealed ; it is a
pure and holy felicity consisting in the perpetual exercise of the
most excellent actions the intelligent nature is capable of : that
is, in the perfect knowledge, and love, and praises of God him-
self. The subject of it is the entire man, for this end the
shall be raised from its dead sleep to an eternal life. The place
is the highest heavens, framed by the divine power for the seat
of his majesty, the kingdom of his love, wherein he will mani-
fest himself to his favourites. And can there be a stronger at-
tractive, a more noble inducement to make us holy? Secular
rewards, as riches, and honours, and the like, are extrinsical to
the nature of goodness ; and to do our duty with such low aims
and expectations, is to be defective in the best part of it, the
love of virtue for its inherent excellence. But the divine reward
is the perfection of holiness, the glory of the soul; and the be-
lief and regard of it has a powerful influence to make us truly
good. The faith in this makes us victorious over all the charms
and all the cruelties of the world. For what can possibly come
into competition with a happiness infinite in its greatness and
duration ?

I will only add, that though heaven be so rich a jewel, that it
needs no foil to set off its lustre, to those who are clear-sighted

* Sympos.
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to behold it; yet in a merciful compassion to man the gospel
reveals what will be the recompence of wilful continued disobe-
dience, an eternal hell, wherein the justice and power of God

¢ Pet. Mart, Hist, lnd,
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CHAP. III.

The external proofs of the truth of the christian religion considered. Mira-
clesare only performed by God. Why Christianity was confirmed by them;

- The number of Christ’s miracles, the manaer of his performing them, and
their certainty, considered. The miracles done by Christ to confirm his
doctrine, are an authentic testimony that God approved it. The pretence
of libertines, that the heathen religion was confirmed by miracles, clearly
disproved. The rational assurance that we have that the Apostles were
sincere and certain of the miraculous things related by them of Jesas Christ.
His resurrection attested by safficieut evidence.

WE are next to consider those external proofs of the truth of
Christianity, the works of God himself, that seal our full assu-
rance of it. I shall instance in two; miracles, and the accom-
plishment of prophecies. :

1. A miracle is a supernatural work that requires an extraor-
dinary divine power to effect it. For none can derogate from
the universal laws of nature, prescribed from the beginning of
things and time, but the Author of it. Indeed we do not ex-
actly know the compass of that circle wherein the spirits of dark-
ness exercise their power. They may by the application of na-
tural means unknown to us, produee things that may astonish,
or by lying wonders deceive men: but a true miracle is a work
reserved to God, and possibly to no less than infinite power.
Whether it be a first or second creation, the forming a new
eye, or the giving a visive power to that that was naturally blind,
it can only be done by his hand. If we respect omnipotency,
there is the same facility; if the thing done, there is the same
difficulty in the performance. If the devils' had such a power,
thev might create a separate kingdom, and reign there.

Now miraculous testimoiies were given to confirm Christian-
ity, that there might be a just correspondence between its doe-
trines and their proofs. The mysteries of the gospet in their
existence are above all natural power, and in their belief above
the natural understanding. All that nature can do or know,
does not make them credible. Therefore it was requisite those
things should be confirmed by the divine power, that transcend

'
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the comprehension of human reason. Besides, as the mysteries
of the gospel are sublime, so the rewards are future; and that
the Gentiles might not pretend that the preachers of the gospel
feigned another world, and a heaven, and a hell, wherein the
souls and bodies of men shall be glorified or tormented according
. supernatural evidence of the truth of
:nings was necessary. In short, herein
red ; that as the true religion is neces-
Il men, so it was discernible by such
I.  For upon the sight of those divine
: were led by the outward sense, to an
Christ.
aised, I will take a brief view o1 tne
aviour to give faith to his doctrine.
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his face shone with such an excessive
efleetion from the face of God, that
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nance to be there more beautiful, discovered the sensible pre-
sence of the Deity in him.

(2.) The manner of his performing them is very considerable.
They were done in an instant, by absolute dominion over nature.
‘Thus when he said to the leper, ¢ I will, be thou clean,” im-
mediately his leprosy was cleansed. Thus when the faithful cen-
turion addresed himself to him,—¢ only speak the word,and my
servant shall be healed. He answered, be it done unto thee as
thou believest ; and his servant was healed,” &c. both expres-
sions of command and empire. And his words to the blind man,
¢ Receive thy sight,” had the same creating efficacy with those, -
¢ Let there be light, and there was light.” Thus with authority
he commanded the unclean spirits, even the most furious and
obstinate, and they were expelled from their mansions wherein
they had revelled a long time. Thus by the mere act of his will
he reversed the order of nature. When the widow’s son was
borne to the grave, he only said, * Young man, I say unto thee
arise ; and he that was dead sat up, and began to speak.” Now
in this respect, the power of miracles in Jesus Christ was tran-

. scendent above that that either Moses, or the prophets, or the
apostles had. It was derived to them by favour and commission
from an extrinsic superior principle, the omnipotence of God;
but it was inherent in his person, the natural proper attribute of
his Deity, and proved him to be the Son of God, the Lord of na-
ture, visible in human flesh. In all places this blessed virtue
proceeded from him. .

(3.) The certainty of his performing them was so great, that
no shadow of suspicion could remain about it. Vitruvius the
master of architects gives advice to those who built temples to
Zsculapius, * or any other of the heathen deities that were invo-
cated to the sick, that they should choose such places as were
open to the most favourable aspects and influence of the heavens,
where there was a well-tempered soil, clear air, pure springs of
‘water, that diseased persons coming from unhealthy places might
obtain recovery; and what was the benefit of nature might be

# Cum enim ex pestilenti in salubrem locum corpora wgra translata fuerit,

- & & fontibus, salubribus aquarum usus sub ministrabuntur, celerius convales-

cent.. Ita efficietur, ut ex natura loci majores, anctasque cam dignitate di-
vinitas excipiat opiniones, Lib. 1. cap. 2.
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attributed to the divine virtue of Asculapius. Thus that idola-
ter counselled for the honour of his false gods. But in this he
Judged aright, that the power of the Deity was believed and ho-
noured by men proportionably to the cures that were received
from him. How much more when done by an undoubted mira-
cle ? Of this the people the numerous spectators were so convin-
ced, that they said, ¢ When Christ cometh, the expected deli-
verer, will he do more miracles than these which this man has
done ?’ The pharisees themselves could not deny the effects, but
would not acknowledge the true cause. Envy was more powerful
in their breasts than the clearest evidence. Therefore to invali-
date his authority, they ascribed some of his wonderful works to
the prince of devils. But this pretence was so void of all reason,
and full of impiety, that nothing but inveterate malice could sug-
gest it. For would the devil destroy his own kingdom? Is he
such a lover of holiness as to authorize the most perfect master
of it by a compliance with his will? Those proud spirits are ser-
vile only in appearance, and when they suffer themselves to be
commanded by men, it is always with design to establish and in-
crease their own dominion. Therefore the most famous sorce-
rers observe some rites by the devil’s prescription, and in the
using of them acknowledge his power. But our Saviour had a
sovereign empire over them, and ejected them not only from the
bodies, but from the souls of men, subduing by his holy doctrine
the power of sin, wherein the kingdom of satan consists. From
hence he argues, if I by the finger of God cast out devils, then
is the kingdom of God come unto you. And hence it was, that
he charges them with self-condemning obstinacy. For if the
Gentiles were inexcusable for not acknowledging and honouring
God, so clearly manifested in the works of nature, the Jews were
as inexcusable, for rejecting Jesus Christ, so powerfully declared
to be the Son of God by supernatural operations.

Add further, that in his lowest state when he seemed to be ut-
' terly forsaken of God, yet then his innocency and the dmmty of
his person were nunculously testified : for at his death, even in-
sensible nature, as if it had been capable of knowledge and affec-
tlon, was in the most astonishing disorder, as resenting the pas-
sion of its Lord. * The sun was eclipsed in a time and place

* That.eclipse might be caused in some other extraordinary unknown
wanner,
14
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against all possibility of nature. For the moon was then in
position to it, and in its full, and in an instant passed a half circle
of the heavens to interpose between the body of the sun and the
earth, that the air at noon-day was darkened as at midnight,
This compelled the Roman centurion to acknowledge that he
¢ that suffered was the Son of God.”” And his resurrection from
the grave was a visible argument to confirm his doctrine ; for
that God would not exert his extraordinary power to confirm a
false doctrine, in a matter of infinite moment, that sonearly con-
cerns his own glory, and the salvation of men, there is sufficient
assurance from his wisdom, truth and goodness. Was there ever
any prince that would permit an usurper, in his own presence to
make use of his royal seal, to autherize by commission his sub-
Jjects to rebel against him? And would God have suffered a de-
ceiver to work miracles, and thereby obtain divine honour from
men, the incommunicable right of the Deity? Nay, it had not
been a bare permission, but a positive act of God himself, it be-
ing impossible that any other should do them. Or, would God
who is the prime verity, work miracles to give credit to a lie, and
violate the honour of his eternal, most perfect veracity? Or, is
it consistent with his infinite goodness, to make a delusion so
strong, that the most sincere would be in great danger to be over-
come by it ? Therefore the apostle urges it as an uncontrolable
argument of our Saviour’s divine mission ; “ Ye men of Israel
hear these words ; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God
among you, by miracles and wonders, and signs which God did
by him in the midst of you, as you yourselves also know.” These
were proofs of the greatest vigour, to induce the world to believe
that he came from God, to make known his counsel for the re-
covery aof lost undone mankind.

It is said by libertines, that the heathens tell miraculous sto-
ries to confirm their religion, that their heroes descended in a
right line from some deity ; and not to instance in many parti-
culars, they boasted of Apollonius Tyanaus as one that vied with
Christ himself in wonderful works. But this objeetion is easily
refuted : for if paganism had a miraculous power attending it,
why did it not make use of it to discredit that power that autho-
rized christianity in the time it made fierce war. against it ? If
equal to it in divine pawer, and incomparahly superior in human
aids, how came it to pass that the weaker proved victorious, and
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the stronger was put to flight? It is evident therefore the pre-
tended miracles of paganism, were works of the Devil, not to
be compared with what was done by an almighty hand.
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for jealousy, as if his miracles recorded in the gospel were not
true.
But because the resurreetion of Christ is the great principle
upon which all christian hopes depend, I will show that we have
all the rational assurance of it, that it is capable of. This being
amatter of fact done many ages past, is to be proved by testi-
mony. And first, it is worthy of observation that the providence
of God is concerned to authorize this manner of proof that is
absolutely neeessary for.the preservirig human societies. It is of
little importance, whether the truth of things be discovered in
speeundative sciences; or the appearance of it deceive the inquirer,
It is no wrong to the commonwealth, that an astronomer mis-
takes in M dimensions of the magnitude of the sun ; for his er-
ror dees not lessen its benign influences ; still it shines and cau-
sos the spring and autumm. It is of fittle importance that a phi-
losopher is deceived in his search after the principles of mixed
bodies : for, notwithstanding his mistake, animals still live, and
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move, and perform all the functions suitable to their nature. But
in judgments that respect matters of fact, if the truth cannot be
known by testimonies, the civil felicity cannot long subsist. For
the unjust distribution of rewards and punishments is necessarily
ruinous to the being of the state. And is it credible the divine
providence that reaches to the smallest parts of the world in such
an admirable manner, should leave the conduct of human affairs,
even of the greatest moment, to a deceitful light ? And that af-
ter the most diligent search and caution has been used, the re-
sult should be only wavering conjectures? This imagination is
extremely injurious to his wisdom and goodness,

In particular, if we consider the number and the quality ofthe
witnesses of Christ’s resurrection, and the circumstances of their
testimony, we shall have so clear conviction of its truth as may -
induce us most firmly to believe it. I do not now speak of a di-
vine faith, that supernatural light that makes us acquiesce in
things because God has revealed them; but of a rational human
faith, grounded on just and powerful motives, which is prepara-
tory for the divine.

1. The law admits two witnesses as a competent number in
causes of greatest moment. Of this there were many. The ap-
proved integrity of a witness gives weight to his testimony : as
on the contrary a known liar forfeits his credit so entirely, that
he is not believed when he speaks true. When Demades the ora-
tor addresed himself to the Athenians, ¢ I call all the gods and
goddesses to witness the truth of what I shall say " The Atheni-
ans often abused by his impudent lies, presently interrupted him,
¢ And we'call all the gods and goddesses to witness we will not be-
lieve you.” The bare word of an honest man in an important mat-
ter, persuades more than the most exquisite oaths and far fetched
imprecations, by which a liar would give credit to his imposture.
Now we have strong proof of the integrity of the apostles. If an
inflexible fidelity and constant truth were qualities so remarkable
in the community of the primitive christians, that the pagan *
judges themselves were constrained to acknowledge it, certainly
they were found more eminently in.those by whose doctrine and
example they formed themselves. And as it is impossible to pes-
sess this virtue (so strictly united to justice) in an excellent de-

¢ Plin, in Epist,
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gree, without having all the others ; so it is evident they were
adorned with all moral virtues. For their lives were above the
least reproach and charge of their implacable enemies: so that
they were fain to make express laws against their profession, to
render them guilty in appearance. Besides, the circumstances
of their testimony make it very valuable.

1. It was not built on the report of others. Mere hear-say is
very deceitful, and often like a contagion passes from ear to ear,
and blasts the reputation of the innocent with easy and credulous
persons. But a testimony from sight makes impression on the
belief of wise considering men. Now we have undoubted assu-
rance of Christ’s resurrection from the elear and concurrent de-.
position of their senses: “ What we heard, and what we have seen
with our eyes, and what we have handled of the word of life,”
saith the apostle John.

2. The uniformity of their testimony renders it convincing,
If any material contradietion be between witnesses, it is an infal-
lible mark of their forgery. But the apostles agreed not only in
the substance, but in the particularity of the fact. In vain Por-
phiry and Julian racked their wits to find some contrariety in
their relations. An impartial inquirer must acknowledge all their
objections to be mere cavils, and effects of malice.

3. There were no motives to corrupt thém. For the human
will is naturally moved either by attraction of some good, or aver-
sion from some evil. A fiction is not maintained for pure love of
itself, but with respect to either of those objects whether real or
in appearance. The Roman histories report-that Julius Proculus
solemnly swore that he saw Romulus ascend to heaven: but the
motive of his imposture is visible; for it was to prevent a greas
disorder among the people. But it is very evident that nothing
desirable in the world had the least influence upon the apostles,
Nay on the contrary, whatever was terrible to nature, discoura-
ged them. They suffered all. temporal evils, even death itself,
for this testimony. And this last proof confirms all the others;
they are called martyrs by way of excellency, who have sealed the
truth with their blood. Now what can be added to give us full
and entire faith in their testimony? In great and difficult cases,
suspected persons are put to torture for the discovery of truth,
The spostles wire tried by the sharpest sufferings, yet declared
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the resurrection of their divine master with unfainting perseve.
rance. What shadow of doubt can remain after such clear evi-
dence of their sincerity? Let sober reason judge: whether the
matter is capable of proof more strong and convincing? If it be
said they were deceived with an illusion, either being distempered
or in a dream; both the pretences are most absurd and incredi-
ble. For the operations of the external senses may be infallibly
diseerned by their proper characters from those of the imagina-
tions. Indeed, if the mind be in disorder, either from some more
fixed and tenacious cause, or from sleep, the influences of reason
are suspended, or only some faint rays appear, and are suddenly
extinguished, so that it can make no true judgment of things.
In this state, the imagination draws all the vigour of the soul to
itself, and the phantasms are made so0 bright by the heat of the
spirits in the brain, that those painted scenes seem to be as real
as the substantial objects, we see, hear and touch. But sound
reason can reflect upon iteelf, and extend its view to the opera-
tions of all the other faculties, and observe the just and certain
difference between chimwras in the imagination, and things
really existent. It comprehends distinctly and with assurance,
that it is not disturbed, and that the internal and external senses
are disposed for their regular operations. It considers that the
pageants of fancy moving in a dream vanish in a moment upon
waking. But real effects perceived by the senses in their full ex-
ercise are more constant and durable. One may be wounded in
a dream, yet feel not loss of blood or strength when he is awake.
But the wounds received in a combat are sometimes rebellious
against the most potent remedies. Now to apply this to the pre-
sent subject.

Is it in the least degree probable that a vamahadaw in a
dream should make an indelible impression on the memories of
the apostles, and their waking thoughts should not discover the
deceit? Nay that it should inspire them with invincible eourage
to assert that Christ was truly risen? Or who can with the least
calour of reason aecuse the aposties of simplieity or any dimorder
of mind, when such an equal, uniform, and strong light shines in
all their writings? Wheseas the discourses of fools or distracsed
persons are unshaped abortions of the mind, begimmings without
& pegwlar progress, or if there be any coherence it is short, and
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" always attended with some notable extravagance. Besides, the
constant order of their lives and actions was a certain proof of
the composedness and wisdom of their minds.



142 THE CHRISTIAN KELIGION CHAP. 1V,

CHAP. 1V.

The accomplishment of prophecies concerning the Messiah, in Jesus of Naza-
reth, is an unanswerable proof that be was sent from God to redeem the
world. Thbe circumstances of his birth, the actions of his life, his sufferings
and death clearly foretold. The irreparable destruction of the state of the

" Jews was foretold as the just punishment for their rejecting of the Mes-
siah. That terrible event is a continual proof that Jesus Christ was what
he declared himself to be, the Son of God. The converting of the Gentile

. world te the knowledge and service of the true God by the Messiah was
foretold in the scriptures; and is visibly fulfilled.” 'The accomplishment of
this prophecy by the most unlikely meaus, against the strongest opposition,
is manifestly the effect of divine power, and is sufficient to conviace the
Jewish and heathen infidelity of the truth of christianity.

THE accomplishment of prophecies concerning the Messiah,
his coming into the world, the work he should do, his sufferings,
and the consequences of them, afford undeniable proof that Je-
sus of Nazareth came from God for our salvation. Prescience of
things to come, and independent on the settled course and order
of natural causes, is an incommunieable prerogative of God. His
eye-only can pierce the thick veil of futurity. He has an open
unconfined prospect of all things that were, are, and shall be,
Such perfection of knowledge transcends angelical minds. It is
more easy for the devil by an adventurous imitation to counterfeit
miracles, than to give a clear and distinct prediction of things to
come that depend on free ageﬁts. From hence it was that he
gave responsals ambiguously, to conceal his ignorance of future
events, and left those who consulted his oracles dubious and ho-
vering in what sense to understand them. God alone could in-
struct the prophets to foretel things at such a distance, especi-
ally considering some of them are supernatural, and others con-
tingent from the wavering of second causes. Now the several
prophecies of Jesus Christ if united together, make such an en-
tire description of him, that they seem rather historical narratives
of what is past, than predictions of what was to come. Accord-
ing to the prophecies, he was born of a virgin, a branch of the
almost extinguished family of David, born in Bethlehem, ushered
in by a forerunner, meek, lowly, just, and a worker of miracles.
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Therefore when John the Baptist. sent some of his disciples to
fuquire whether he was the Messiah that should come, our Sa-
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suffering, relates the manner of them in the person of our crecified
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he was in fear of losing his power. Besides, he foresaw that if
Christ were the Son of God, the killing of him would bring such
a crimson guilt upon the Jews, that no less punishment than
their rejection would follow: and so God should lose his peculiar
people. Caiaphas excited the council to devote him as a sacra-
fice to preserve their nation from ruin: for their safety depending
on their homage to the Romans, to prevent the jealousies that
might arise by the fame of his mighty works, and by the people’s
attendance on him, that were fed by his miracles, they concluded
onit as a necessary expedient, that Christ should die, and all sus-
picions be removed with him. Thus men and devils were the instru-
ments, but God appointed that great event. The storm fell from
heaven upon him for our sins. It is therefore expressly said, “he
was delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of
God;” . who over-ruled the train of disorders, the work of their
cruel malice, for contrary ends than were designed for them : for
the devils were cast out of their kingdom, the Jews deprived of
their liberty, and the kingdom of Christ established for ever.
Now who could read in the mind of God his free decrees? Even
the angels of light that always see his face cannot without a re-
velation of them. None ¢ but the spirit that searches the deep
things of God,” could make the discovery? And who could
foresee that the Messiah so often promised to the Jews, so impa-~
tiently expected, and ardently desired, should be so fiercely re-
jected by them? = That his death should be the effect of his own
love, 80 of their batred? None but God to whom all the periods
of time. are equally present, and who is more intimate with the
counsels and.passions of men than their own souls are, could
predict it. . He communicated some rays of his prescience to holy
men, who foretold that obscurest contingency. From hence it
follows that the clear testimonies of the prophets exactly fulfilled
in Jesus Christ, are an umanswerable demonstration that he was
the expected deliverer to restore the world.

2. The universal and irreparable destruction of the state of the
Jews, foretold as the just punishment of their rejecting the Mes-
siah, is another illustrious proof of the divinity of his person and
doctrine,

.. To represent all the. characters of that vengeance as they are
et down by Josephus, an eye-witness and historian of it, would
lengthen this discourse beyond the limits intended. It is suffici-
ent to observe, K
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(1.) That all the severe scourges of God met in a direful con-
junction against them. The most affrighting prodigies were his
forerunners; a flaming sword brandished in the heavens, and
monsters born on the earth: and war, famine, pestilence and fire
were his attendants. Those who escaped the sword, were con-
sumed by famine; and those who were preserved from cruel war
and famine, were swept away by the pestilence, or devoured by
the merciless flames. Wherever they turned their eyes, death
in terrible shapes appeared.

(2.) All these judgments were inflicted at once upon them in
the heaviest degrees. The sword never made a greater destruc-
tion of men than in Jerusalem: here were rivers of blood, there
mountains of carcasses. In some places nothing but silence and
horror amongst the dead, in others the cries and groanings of the
dying. Innumerable were massacred by the rage of sedition
amongst themselves. And when the mild conqueror would have
spared them, yet by an unparalleled fierceness they would rather
perish in an obstinate resistance. The famine was so extreme,
as compelled even tender mothers to eat the flesh of their mise-
rable children. The fire consumed the city from one end to the
other, without leaving any part entire. The temple, the sanc-
tuary of religion, and image of heaven where God so long had
dwelt, had been served and praised, and rendered his oracles,'
was not exempted from the fury of the fire.

(3.) Their calamity was extreme and irreparable. The first
desolation by the Chaldeans, so compassionately recorded by Je-
remiah, was not comparable in the degrees and continwance to
this second by the Romans, of which CHRIST himself was the
chief mourner, and made lamentation. Then they were trans-
ported together, and not to a very rigorous nor perpetual servi-
tude in Babylon. After seventy years they recovered their liber-
ty, and were restored to their native land. But in the last, the
captives were dispersed among divers people, a sad prognostxc
that they should never be joined again in one society. The ruins
of the nation were so great, that the pieces of it are scattered all
over the world. Wherever aJewis found, there is a stone of
ruined Jerusalem never to be rebuilt. In short, that wretched
nation is rent into innumerable parts, and exposed to the con-
tempt and hatred of all. As the body of a traitor is quart:ered,
and the parts hung up in several places of public’ view, te
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signify the herror of his crimes in the severity of his punishment :
God has taken away all the marks of his alliance with them. No
distinction of their tribes remain, no observance of their legal ce-
remonies, no priests, no altars, no sacrifices, no prophets nor mi-
racles; in short, there is no true worship among them, no God
but angry ‘and revenging their bloody impieties. And which is
most worthy: of cpnsideration, the Romans that conquered them
have lost their empire, and the nations which were subdued by
their arms, have recovered their liberty: but the Jews after six-
teen: bundred years are still miserable. Now is not this judgment
of God upon them a dreadful proof of the extremity of their
wickedness-in crucifying JESUS CHRIST, and that consequent-
ly he was, as he declared himself to be, the Son of God, and that
his office- and doctrine were from heaven. Never before did the
wrath of God break forth in such a fierce manner against a sinful -
nation. .. Therefore it is represented under the image of the final
doom, when' justice armed with flames  shall devour the ungod-
ly,” and the whole world become a theatre of terrors. And ne-
ver was any ether nation guilty of such an high provocation: for
*the Som of Goddescended but once among men to be personally
cqu - The singularity of the punishment is a visible instruc-
mglb of - their transcendent crime, Immediately upon their
prononnmg the capital sentence against him on earth, their ut-
ter ruin'was prencunced in heaven. And the execution of the
senteuce 'wes deferred no longer, but till the elect of that people
wegwe brought - in, and by the preaching and excellent miracles of
the gposties, the resurrection of Christ, and the truth of the gos-
pekwere ‘confirmed, -and thereby a beginning and form given to the
vew-thristian church. Now they have written on their foreheads
in wery legible characters, the fatal curse which their fathers pro-
nognced concerning Jesus Christ,  His blood be on us, and our
children,” - When -Moses with - indignation for - their idolatry,
‘broke the tablés of the law, God re-established them, but when
for a greater guiit God himself broke them, there is no poss:ble
redintegration,

- 4f it bé said, that §¢ nnotnecessary to attribute this ruin of
#h& Jews to the particular vengeance of God, but only to the in-
stability of human things, wherein such disastrous revolutions

sometimes happen.
I answer, that- althongh divine justice was so visible in their

K 2
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astonishing destruction, that * Titus himself refused a triumphal
crown after his complete victory, declaring that he was but the
instrument of God’s anger, who was the invisible emperor in that
bloody expedition yet to force an acknowledgment of it from
all that aré not wilfully blind, it was foretold when the Jews
were in peace, and their killing the Messiah specified, as the me-
ritorious cause wherein that terrible effect was inchided : thus our
Saviour in the parable of the husbandmen and vineyard, after
they had put to death the master’s son, he adds, * What shall
therefore the lord of the vmeyard do? He will come and de-
stroy the husbandmen, and give the vineyard to others.” And
upon his drawing near to the city of  Jerusalem, he wept over
it, saying, if thow hadst known, even thou, at least in thi¢ thy
day, the things which belong unto" thy peice, But now'they are
hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee, that
thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee
round, and keep thee in on every side, and shall lay thee everi
with the ground, and shall not leave in thee one stone upon ano-
ther; because thou knowest not the time of thy visitation.”
This was also foretold by Moses in all the tertible circumdrances:
« The Lord shall bring a nation against thee from far, from the
‘end’ of the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth; a nation whose
tongue ‘thou shalt not understand ; a nation of fierce countenance,
which shall not regard the person of the old, nor show favour to
the young: ahd he shall eat the fruit of thy cattle, and the fruit
of thy land, until thou be destroyed; which ‘alsd shall not leave
‘thee either corn, wine or oil, or the increase of thy kine, or
flocks of thy sheep, until he have destroyed thee: and he shall
besiege thee in all thy gates throughout all thy land, which.the
Lord thy God hath given thée, i the siege; and'in the straitness
wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee.” Deut. 28. Such
was the threatening, and the event was correspondent in all the
degrees of misery. Which as it detfionstrates the truth of the
prophecy, so it may instruct us how fearful a thmg it is to fall
into the hands of the living God.

3. The converting of the Gentile world to the saving know-
ledge of God by the Messiah'was foretold in the scriptures. The
beams of this glorious truth were gradually dispensed to the Is-

® Failost, vit. Apoll.. . 6,
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raelites as their weak understandings could sustain it. When the
eovenant was made with Abraham, God declared in express
terms, “ In thy seed shall all the nations of the world be blessed.”
That seed was the Messiah, not the people of the Jews descend-
ed from Abraham: for they were so far from a universal blessing
to the world, that on the contrary they vainly presumed that
God for their sakes despised the rest of mankind. And indeed
" before the coming of Christthey were an inclosed garden, the
peculiar people of God, and without the compass of Judea sin
reigned absolutely and universally. Now that promise clearly
signifies, that the favour and blessing of God that he conferred
-upon Abrgham ia making known to him his will, and promising
to be his-God, and of -his posterity, should one day be extended
to all nations, by calling them to his knowledge and service : to
this.agrees the prophecy of Jacob: . The sceptre shall not de-
.part from Judah, not the lawgiver from between his feet, till Shilo
‘come, and to him shall the gathering of the people be:” Gen.
49. 10. that is, the Gentiles shall be converted from their idols
to the true God by the Messiah, whom the Jews acknowledge to
be signified by -that title. And Moses intreduces God as com-
plaining of the idolatry and ingratitude of the Jews, and decla-
ring, “ They have moved me to jealousy with that which is not
God, they have provoked me to anger with their vanities, and I
will move them co jealousy with those which are not a people,
and 1 will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.” Deut.
32. 21. The external covenant between -God and his people is
represested by the union of marriage, to signify the duty they
owe to God, the highest honour, the most ardent affections, and
the benefits they receive from him. Therefore when the Jews
gave divine adoration, the highest respects of religion, to idols,
they provoked God to jealousy; and he threatens he would break
his alliance with them, and give his heart and love to those which
were not a people; and by the law of counter-passion they should
be provoked to jealousy. It is very visible these expressions sig-
nify the calling of the Gentiles. And David by the same inspi-
ration,.in. many psalms celebrates the kingdom of the Messiah.
In Peal. 22, he is introduced, speaking, * My praise shall be of
thee in the great congregation; all the ends of the world shall
remember, and turn unto the Lord; all the kindreds of the na-
tions shall worship before thee.”” And in the 67. Psal. ¢ God
] :
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be merciful to us, and bless us, and cause his face to shine upon
us.” Selah. ¢ That thy way may be known upon earth, and
thy saving health among all nations. Let the people praise
thee, O God, let all the people praise thee. The prophet Isaiah
in his revelations clearly speaks of the great design of God to
bring the Gentiles to his service, Thus in the second chapter it
is prophesied ; ¢ And it shall come to pass in the last days, that
the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the tops
of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills, And
many people shall go and say, Come ye, let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, and
he will teach us his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for
out of Zion shall go forth the Lord, and the sword of the Lord
out of Jerusalem.”

And among all the rest none is more clear and express than
what is recorded in Isa. 49. There first the Messiah is repre-
sented as declaring his commission from God to go to the people
of Israel ; ¢ The Lord hath called me from the wonib, from the
bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name, and
be said unto me, Thou art my servant in whom I will be glori-
fied.” And after complains of the otntinacy of the ungrateful
synagogue; “ Then I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spen
my strength for nought and in vain, yet surly my judgment i
with the Lord, and my work with God.” "And immediately
after it is added, “ And now saith the Lord that formed me
from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob again to him,
though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes
of the Lord, ‘and my God shall be my strength, And he said, it
is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant, to raise up
the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel; I will
also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be
my salvation to_the ends of the earth,” This oracle is precise
and full; for it speaks of the nations in opposition to the tribes
of lsrael, and directly foretels that the Jews would neglect the ~
instructions of the Messiah, and that upon their infidelity God
would by the Messiah give saving knowledge to all nations,
And in the same sense he speaks in the 54th chapter: “ Sing,
O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth into singing,
and cry aloud thou that didst not travel with child: for more are
the children of the desolate than of the married, saith the Lord.”
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Who is the desolate and barren, but the Gentiles .witheut:God
in the world, whilst the Jews were honoured and blessed in:the
mystical marriage with him? And who are the children, of - the
forsaken that should be far more numerous than those of the
married, but the believers of the christian church, in oppositiop
to the Jewish church? And the other succeeding prophets con-
cur in this prediction. Malachi the last speaks of it in such ex-~
press terms, as are capable to convince any that does not wil-
fully renounce the use of hiseyes and understanding. After God
is introduced rejecting the Jews and their temple service; -I
have no. pleasure in you, saith the Lord of hosts, neither will I
accept an offering at your hands.” He adds, to signify the call-
ing of a new church, for ¢ from the rising of the sun to the go-
ing down of the same, my name shall be great among the Gen-
tiles, and in every place incense shall be offered to my name, and
a pure offering, for my name shall be great among the heathen,
saith the Lord of hosts.” Thus that great wonder was clearly
foretold by the prophets, and as a work to be performed by the
glorious power of God. And accordingly it is accomplished.
For who but God could have inspired the apostles to undertake
An enterprize so contrary to human prudence, being equally dan-
gerous and impossible? And who else could have made it suc-
.cessful beyoud all imagination? When the pride of Pharach was
humbled, and his strength broken by the most despicable crea-
tures, even the magicians were compelled to acknowledge it to
be the finger of God: but his arm was revealed when the spiri-
tual Pharaoh with all his powers of darkness were overcome by
such weak instruments. What furious winds from all parts of
the world conspired to extinguish the first springing light of the
gospel ? The heathen emperors destroyed innumerable persons,
presuming to drown the memory of Christ in the blood of the
christians. But such were the faith and love of believers of all
conditions to their crucified Redeemer, that with the same joy -
they ran to suffer the most terrible punishments, as if they had
been to receive crowns, In vain the strongest combinations were
made against the truth. For the knowledge of the only true
God, and his incamate Son Jesus Christ, overcame impiety with
all its idols, and ignorance with all its numerous masters.
‘What is become of all the heathen deities, so honoured, so feared,
so obstinately defended? Where are their altars, their statutes,
K4
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their sacrilegious priests and sacrifices? They are buried in the
ruins of their own temples, in the darkness of eternal oblivion.
Where are all the sects of philosophers, the Platonists, the Peri-
patetics, the Stoics, the Epicureans, and the rest that filled
Greece with their fame, and so many volumes with their fancies
and error? Like a torrent that rolls down with great noise from
the top of a mpuntain ; so for a time the speculations of their
lofty minds poured along in a flood of swelling frothy eloquence H
but now (and for how many ages since?) the very channel is
dried up wherein they ran, so that scarce any visible ruins re-
main in Athens itself of the schools where they taught. The
greatest among them, * Plato, adorned with the title of divine,
could never see his commonwealth, framed by him with so much
study, to be established in one city. Whereas if we consider the
gospel of Christ, it is hard to determine whether the doctrine be
more simple, or the apostles the first masters of it to outward
appearance ; yet without Jearning or human strength, in a short
space they triumphed over the eloquence of the Greeks + the
power of the Romans, the rage of barbarous nations.  They
abrogated laws, changed customs, and renewed the face of the
world. In this the prophetic parable was fulfilled, ¢ The king-
dom of heaven,” that is, the dispensation of the gospel, ¢ is
like to a grain of mustard-seed;”’ one of the smallest grains,
but of that spirit and quality that it suddenly springs up and
spreads abroad.

This happy and stupendous success of the disciples of Jesus
Christ, considered in itself, is an unanswerable proof that the
christian religion came from heaven. For it was only possible
to the divine power. It is no wonder the religion of Mahomet
extended and established its conquests in many countries: for
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that seducer persuaded the barbarous people by force of arms,
they must be his disciples or slaves. And can the mind form a
elear judgment, or the will make a free choice, when under a
tyrannous necessity of compliance, or losing all the comforts of
life? Can violence and cruelty produce a rational faith? That
may force them to a counterfeit compliance, but cannot make
men sincerely believe ; it is apt to breed form without, and athe-
tsm within. Now that a persecated religion should live and
flourish in the midst of flames, is as truly admirable as if a little-
stream should pass through an arm of the ocean, retaining its
freshness and purity in the midst of salt and turbid waters. That
when the minds of men were prepossessed with inveterate opi-
nions contrary to its supernatural mysteries, and their wills over-
ruled by carnal affections utterly averse from its holy precepts,
the world was captivated to the belief and obedience of it, is the
most noble effect of omnipotence. For other miracles, though
above the laws of nature, yet were on the lower order of creatures
witheut %ife and sense ; but this internal miracle was wrought on
the minds and hearts of men. To raise the dead, to calm a
storm, to suspend the force of fire, to change waters into blood,
is not so glorious a work as the converting rebellious souls to
God, and making them a willing people to his holy laws. And
if we further consider the prophecies so many ages before con-
cerning it, and observe the harmony betwixt the works and word
of God, there results a demonstration as clear and strong as is
possible. The prediction and accomplishment are equally divine.
The success justifies the truth of the prophecy, and the truth of
the prophecy justifies the divinity of the christian religion. For
by the apostles and their suecessors the heathens were turned
from idols, to the service of one God the creator of the world:
which was foretold by the prophets, not only as a thing that
should arrive, but to be performed by the power of God. To
ascribe then this glorious work to human artifice, as if his pro-
vidence had been prevented by others, from doing that that he
promised should be done by his own power, is so directly con-
trary to his wisdom and his truth, that common reason abhors
the thoughts of it. Therefare the christian religion is divine,
baving God for its author. Thus the truth of the gospel is vic-
torious over the Jewish, or the profane infidel.

1t may be argued against the Jews, that their God foretold his
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Messiah should convert the nations. No other but one autho-
rized from above could do it. Jesus Christ has done it, there-
fore he is the Messiah, And consequently they are either blind
with prejudice, or maliciously deny the known truth. To pro-
fane infidels it may be urged, none but the divine providence
could foretel so great and marvellous a change of the world, none
but the divine power could effect it, therefore it was the true
God that made the project and event so exactly to correspond in
all things.

Add further, that by cemparing the prophecies of Christ and
his kingdom with their accomplishment, the two sorts of enemies
against the gospel, are made usefu] to comvince one another.
The Pagans by the Jews, that these things were foretold, the
Jews by the Pagans, that these things were fulfilled. * St. Aus-
tin relates that the heathens seeing the exact agreement between
the prophecies in the Old Testament so clear in words, and their
accomplishment in the New so clear in the effects, had nothing
to reply, but that they were written after the things were done,
and feigned to be predictions of ancient date, + As Virgil weaving
fables of Bneas, feigned him to be in the Elisian fie]ds, and to
seceive from Anchises a prediction of his deseendants in a long
succession and order of men and times ; which was the story of
what was actually passed when he wrote it, In auswer to thig
pretence, he breaks out with wonder and joy, O gloria regis
nostri! the cause is gained, and the victory of truth could not
be more glorious. For whereas the many nations in Europe,
Asia, Africa, sybdued by the arms of the Romans, were com-
pelled to observe the rites of their religion: the Jews only were
permitted to enjoy their sacred books, and their own worship,
and were dispersed into all countries. And thus by the admira-
ble counsel of God, they give credit to the gospel among the
Gentiles. For if we consider the reverence they bore to the
writings of the prophets, that with the greatest care they have

® Aliquando Pagani faciunt nobis hyjusmodi queestionem, cum vident quee
scripta sunt sic impleri, ut negari omnino nen possiot. Audent, ut dicant
videstis ita feri, & tanquam predicta siot, conscripsistis. Serm. 67, Di-
vers.

"+ Sparsi sunt ubique Judei, portantes codices, quibus Christus preedica-
tar, Si enim in uno loco essent terrarum, non adjuvarent testimonio prae-
dicationem Evangelii quee fructificat toto orbe terraram. Serm. 67. Div,
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CHAP. V.

The testimony produced by St. John for the proof of Christianity, briefly
considered. The witness from heaven, the Father, Word and Spirit ; the
witoesses on earth, the Spirit, Water and Blood, conspire in declarisg
JESUS CHRIST to be the Son of God, and Saviour of men. An answer
to objections against the doctrives of the Trinity, the divine incarnation,
and the mean state and sufferings of the Son of God in the world,” The
couclusion. The gospel 10 proved, deserves our firmest assent and adke-
rence to its doctrines. Carnal or spiritual lusts hinder the belief of it.
1t sets before us the most powerful motives to love God, We are obliged
by the strongest reasons to obey its precepts. ’

1

"THE sum of all that has been said, is eomprised in the testi-
mony that St. John produces to prove that « Jesus Christ is the
Son of God, and the Redeemer of the world.” This I will
briefly open : * There are three that bear record in heaven, the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these three are one.
And there are three that bear witness in earth, the spirit, and
the water, and the blood, and these three agree in one.” All
the divinity gave testimony of this important truth. The Father
not only by the miracles wrought by his power to confirm the
mission of Christ, but (which is here principally intended) by a
voice from heaven: first at his baptism, * This is my well-be-
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” And at his transfigu-
ration before some of his disciples, a shining cloud, the sign of
the divine presence, encompassed them, and a voice came forth
of the cloud, * This is my well-beloved Son, hear him.” Upon
this glorious voice they were struck with such an impression of
fear that they fell on their faces. And when our Saviour near
his passion prayed, ¢ Father, glorify thy name, a voice came
from heaven, I have glorified it, and will glorify it.” Now
can there remain any doubt after such an high attestation from
the most sovereign authority ?

The Son also, besides the perfect holiness of his life, the ex-
quisite wisdom of his doctrine, the wonders of his works, his
resurrection from the dead, that were authentic proofs of his ce-
lestial person and calling; after his ascension gloriously appeared
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from heavén in divers visions to the preachers of his gospel.
To Sail in his journey to Damascus, calling to him, ¢ Saul,
Saul, why persecutest thou me? It is hard for thee to kick
against the pricks.” This is an unexceptionable testimony that
he is the Son of God, being risen from the dead, and returned
to heaven from whence he thus discovered himself. Now that
this was real and no fantastic illusion is evident by the marvel-
lous effects of it. Those who were companions in the journey
were seized with great terror, and himself struck blind by the
overpowering ‘splendour of the apparition. But especially the
effécts of it upon his soul are convincing, who it was that spake
to him. For Saul was by sect a pharisee, that of all others most
passionately adhered to the Jewish religion: by temper hot and
violent, by profession a persecutor of the christians. One that
breatired forth threatening and slaughter, that excited the fury of
the higlipriests, solicited their cruelty. In short, a fierce spirit
that envied Nero the title of the first persecutor ¢f the church.
Yet this man by this vision and voice from heaven, of a furious
utor in an instant became a zealous apostle, ‘of a wolf be-
cathe & pastar.. He presently expressed his entire submission,
¥ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?”’ There is nothing so
hard to do, nothing so dreadful to suffer, but I will readily un-
dertake for thine honour, and the propagating thy truth. Now
from whence came "this change so strange, so new, in a person
confirmed in'the opposite party? From whence this resignation
of will so entire and perfect, so unexpected and sudden? = What
gave him courage to contradict to their faces the highpriests,
whose instrument he was, and declare that Jesus whom they
called a deceiver, was the Son of God, and their judge? What
animated him to appear before kings and emperors, to testify
this dangerous truth? What made him with unparalleled ac-
tivity, with the most ardent affections, propagate the gospel, and
after a thousand perils by sea and land, a thousand disgraces and
injuries, at last to confirm the faith of Christ with his blood ? It
is therefore past all contradiction that he had the greatest assu-
rance that the Son of God spake to him.
< Another vision of the WORD from heaven was to -St. John,
when he was pleased to reveal to him the future state of his
church, its combats and victories: he then appeared in a form
expressive of his majesty, power, and providence, requisite for
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the ordering all the great events that should befal it : and said,
« [ am the first and the last; I am he that liveth, and was dead,
and behold, I live for ever, and have the keys of hell, and of
death :”’ wherein he appropriates to himself the incommunicable
titles of the Deity; and then declares those two astonishing mi-
racles, that the Prince of Life that had an eternal principle of
it in himself, was dead; and that one who had been dead, was
alive. This riddle the gospel unfolds ; the Son of God was made
man, and by that admirable anion allied eternity and time, life
and death together. As'it is a common form. of speech, that a
man dies when the body is deprived of life, thongh the soul be
immortal : so it was true, the Son of God died when his body
was crucified, though he was incapable of the least diminution
of his divine life. And after three days he rose by the divine
power .to enjoy an immortal life ; “ and have the keys of hell,
and death.” The irresistible force of death all men must yield
to, and from the grave there’s no redemption by finite power.
But Jesus Christ has sovereign authority and power to open the
grave, and raise the dead to an happy immortality. This glori-
ous. appearance made St. John to fall as dead at his- feet, and
could not recover himself, till assured by the nvivingwor(h of
his favour.

The Spirit also appeared from heaven to give testimony
concerning the divine person and office of Christ: first, by
descending as' a dove on him when he was baptized. This
was the completion of the prophecy; ¢ The Spirit of the Lord
is upon me, he has anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor,
to publish deliverance to the capnvm.” And in the second of
the Acts the Spirit descended in the form of fiery tongues upon
the apostles, to qualify them for preaching the gospel .to the
world : and it is worthy of observation, that the apostles were
before this very defective in wisdom and courage, so that their
divine master, though goodness itself, yet taxed them for their
stupidity, and in his sufferings they all forsook him. But ‘aftes
the effusion of the Spirit upon them, they were endued with that
admirable wisdom and reselution, that nothing could gainsay and
overcome. They presently spake-in various languages the things
concerning Jesus Christ, that the world was astenished, and
many converted by this testimony from God, for the honeur of
our Saviouy, and others canfounded in their obstinacy. Now
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sanctification of christians by an outward sign, baptism in water
was appointed.

2. The apostle John in the narrative of the sufferings of
Christ, teélls us that a soldier pierced his side with a spear, so
that “ blood and water came out.” This is not recited by St.
John merely as & circumstance of the history, or & a certain:
proof of his death, but the following werds ¢ he that saw this,
testifies it, and his testimony is worthy of belief; and he knows
that he says true, that you may believe,” declare it to be of sin-
gular consequence. And accordingly he says, « that our Saviour
came by water and blood,” with respect to that which was done at
his crucifixion, which was so ordered by divine wisdom for high
ends: that is, the water issuing out of his side, was a fit emblem
of that sanctifying grace that is givem to all that have commu-
nion with him in his death.

- 8. For the testimony of the blood, it is also to be observed,
that by the Mosaic institution daily sacrifices were offered up,
and a most solemn one, by the highpriest in the day of atone-
ment, to expiate the guilt of ceremonial uncleanness, and to re-
store those who for that were excluded from external comnmanion
with God in the sanctuary. Now as that legal guilt arising’ fromy
those outward pollutions, and the separation of those who were
#o polluted, from the service of God, was a representation of the
moral guilt and punishment that follows the vicious habits and
actions of men; so the shedding the blood of the sacrifice and of-
fering, was typical of the true propitiation that was to be made
by the blood of Christ. And this is peculiarly remarked by the
apostle, that  Jesus came not only by water, but by water and
blood; and it is the spirit that testifies of it, and the apirit is the
truth. 2 By which we must understand something distinet from
the former, that is, that the flowing of his blood signified the re-
conciling efficacy of his death, by satisfying divine justice, and "
consequently the remission of sins given to those who believe in
him. Now briefly, to show the force of their conspiring testi-
mony that Jesus is the Son of God and our Redeemer, these
things may be considered absolutely in themselves, or as the ac-
complishment of the prophecies concerning the Messiah. In the
last réspect they afford us a great assurahce of this truth. For
all was expressly foretold. ¢ And it shall come to pass in the
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last days, ssith God, I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh, and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young
men shall see visions, and yout old men shall dream dreams: and
on my servants and handmaidens I will pour out in those days
of my spirit, and they shall prophesy.” This promise was uni-
versally acknowledged to refer to the coming of the Messiah.
For that of water, (that is, sanctification) not only the washings
under the law were figures of it, but it was also clearly prophe-
sied of in many places, and most expressly in Ezekiel, I will
sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean; from all
your filthiness will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give
you, and a new spirit will I put within you, and I will put my
spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes.” And
for the third testimony, besides that the typical blood of the
Messiah ran down from all the sacrifices, it was also foretold ex-
pressly by Isaiah what his sufferings should be, and the benefits
accraing from them.

Now if we compare the oracle with the event, who can justly
doubt that the Messiahi is come? But if we consider the things
themselves they afford an uncontrollable testimony of Christ’s
divine mission. Compare the primitive church either with the

-Jews or the Gentiles, and see the difference between them. The
spirit that was communicated but as it were in a few drops to
the Jews, after the ascension of Christ fell in a main shower upon
the christian church, enriching them with supernatural gifts:
some favoured with revelations of sublime truths, above the dis-

covery of the human understanding; some foretelling things to
come that were beyond the discovery of the most sharp-sighted
. reason; some speaking diverse languages wherein they had never
been instructed; some having such an extraordinary faith in the
divine power and goodness, that innumerable miracles were done
by them in the name of Christ. If we look into the state of the
Gentiles, how thick and prodigious was the darkness that over-
spread that chaos of impiety? In the Roman empire, that
comprised the flower of wit and learning, what foolish and extra-
vagant opinions of the Deity were commonly received? What
idolatries, what impurities, what abominations were freely prac-
tieed? But by the preaching of the gospel how clearly were the
minds of men instructed in the true knowledge of God? And
what a change was made in their lives? The world that was as”

. L :
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a barren desert, was suddenly changed into a paradise, fruitful in
all good works. Innocence, humility, purity, justice, charity,
love to God, resignation to his will, were eminently visible in all
nations, and all sorts of persons that were converted to the faith
of Christ. Now who caused such a marvellous and holy revolu-
tion in the world but God? What less than a divine power
could raise men above sense, and make them victorious over the
lusts of corrupt nature, fortified by custom, a second nature? Is
it conceivable, supposing the doctrine of Christ were not from
heaven, that it should produce such admirable effects? And is
it conceivable that God would adorn with all his graces the image
of his own excellency, his most precious benefits, those who did
not honour him according to his will?  Can there be found such
astonishing contrarieties joined together, as the most impious er-
ror and depravation of the mind, with the greatest purity and
rectitude of the will and affections? For if Jesus Christ were
not the Son of God, those who worshipped him were in a mortal
delusion. :

The third testimony the apostle produces is the blood: that is,
peace with God and conscience, the blessed fruit of justification
by faith in the blood of Christ. The heathen world was in a
dark state of fears, or slept securely in the shadow of death.
Some were in a hectic trembling, continually haunted with the
apparition of their sins, as so many infernal furies: others, though
guilty of most fearful crimes, were secure from stupid atheism:
others were quiet, from a presumption cherished by opinions un-
worthy of God, as if he would neglect his own glory to show
mercy to them. Now the gospel to conquer the fears of sensible
afflicted sinners, and to establish a lively hope in God’s mercy,
reveals that the Son of God became man, and offered up his life
and blood to divine justice, as an expiatory sacrifice for the sins
of men. This reconciled God, whose honour was abundantly se-
cured by that satisfaction. This appeased all the unquiet agita-
tions of the spirits of believers, and produced the peace that
passes understanding, a joy unspeakable and glorious. This de-
livered them from the fear of death, under which the world was
so long in bondage. And it is worthy the observing, that no
principles of nature ever produced such a generous contempt of
death, as the christian religion did in the professors of it. The
Alexanders, Scipios, and Camsars had trembled at the sight of
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these savage beasts that were let loose upon the martyrs, at the
preparations of cruelty to torment them. Whereas they regarded
them with tranquillity, nay with joy, as the matter of their tri-
amph. This was true valour indeed, for the confession of the
most important truth, and superior to the courage of those who
were called Fulmina Belli, the most renowned soldiers. For in
a battle, by martial sounds, by violent motions the spirits are
fired, and men scarce feel their wounds, and are inconsiderate of
their danger. But the martyrs had nothing to heighten their
courage, but in cool blood deliberately and without alteration
encountered that terrible enemy. Besides, soldiers in the sharp-
est conflicts have some hopes of victory, or else of a sudden and
honourable desath, Aut cita Mors, aut victoria leta. And he
that rusheth into perils with a seeming bravery, when there are
hopes of escaping, has not resolution to look death in the face
when it is inevitable. There is an eminent instance of this in a
famous captain of late memory, the duke Biron : none was more
bold in fight ; but when he was to receive the sentence of death
for his crimes, none more disordered by fear : sometimes he was
in a rage against his judges, and after his passion was evapora-
ted, fell into the other extremity, unmanly cries, complaints, and
low submissiens to obtain favour. But the more than heroic
constancy of the martyrs contemned death in its nearest approach-
es, and most fearful pomp. The christian religion has often trans-
formed the most tender women and children inte men, or rather
into angels, making them suffer with joy, that which our nature
eannot see without horror. It changed as it were flesh and blood
into a celestial substance, insensible of fire and sword, and the
most cruel violences.

Now this unshaken resolution in christians encountering the
last enemy, was from the lively sense of God’s favour reconciled
by the most pure and precions blood of his Son, and the hopes
of everlasting happiness in his presence.

“To conclude this argument, it is to be observed that there is
no proof more proper that Jesus Christ is the redeemer of the
world, than the joint testimony of the spirit, water, and blood ;
for whereas sin was the only cause of our ruin, the office of our
Saviour is to repair that ruin, and consequently he that effectu-
ally does it, is to be acknowledged, believed and embraced as
eur Saviour. Now the worst effects of sin are the ignorance of

L2
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the mind, the depravation of the affections, and the terrors of
conscience from the apprehensions of vengeance. Therefore since
the gospel of Christ has brought celestial light, purity, and peace
into the world, it is an infallible proof that he is the Redeemes
of .. The sun that visits the world with its refreshing beams,
has no clearer marks of the divine wisdom in making it, and or-
dering its motions, than the spiritual light of the gospel that ir-
radiates the minds of men, before in deep darkness. The riches
of the earth in variety of fruits is not a more convincing argu-
ment of the divine goodness, than to see the souls -of men that
before were as dead earth, under the curse of heaven, to abound
in all the fruits of righteousness. The separating the sea from
the land, and setting bounds to its impetuous waves, is not a
greater effect of God’s power, than the calming the tempests of
an unquiet conscience, and establishing tranquillity in it. And
these blessings we entirely owe to Jesus Christ, in whose name
they are obtained, by whose spirit they are conferred, and for
whose glory they are designed. )
Now what more is requisite to afford us satisfaction that JE-
SUS CHRIST came from God, and revealed his will in owder
to our happiness ? Can it be reasonably expected that new mira-
cles should be wrought to satisfy every sceptic that is still unsa-
tisfied ? Indeed the fountain of them is not dried up, the power
of God is not weakened, nor his mercy lessened, but in extraor-
dinary cases, when the gospel is first preached to a nation, it may
be expected that to convert them from gentilism to the christian
faith he will make himself known not only by word, but power,
in supernatural operations. But the vein of miracles is not still
current in the church, there being sufficient motives of belief for
the conviction of all that are not ebstinate, without the perform-
ing new. Must the Son of God present himself to all men in a
visible glory? Or must his divine Father give another majestic
testimony from heaven concerning him ? If we have not such
sen'sible evidence, we have as sure: the accomplishment of
scripture prophecies is a permanent miracle, a more certain proof
to us than that oracular revelation. For God spake but once in
that voice, but he speaks hy the prophets to the end of time.
That was more astonishing, but less instructive to us than pro-
phecies, that are continually unfolded and verified by eventa.
Before I finish this argument, I will briefly consider what is
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objected against some doctrines of the gospel, viz. The Trinity,
the divine incarnation, the mean state and sufferings of the Son
of God in the world. These points have been opposed by the
Jews, and other infidels, as mere impossibilities, directly contra-
1y to the reason of maunkind. .
- To this I answer ; we must distinguish between what is in-
comprehensible to human reason, and what is repugnant to it;
between the things which reason cannot perfectly understand how
they can be, and the things which it perfectly understands that
they cannot be. Natural light may not be able to disoover the
being of some things, and the manner of their existence, which
really are. But what it sees to involve & contradiction, is abso-
lutely impossible. Now there is no point in the whole com-
Plexion of the christian faith that is repugnant to reason. The
unity and supreme equality of the three persons in the Godhead
transcends our conception, but reason cannot prove it to be im-
possible.  For the essence of God is not of the same condition
with created substances ; so that although in the whole compass
of the creatures there is no like instance, but one nature is al-
ways joined with one subsistence, yet it does not follow that the
divine nature may not subsist in three persons. All the difficulty
that is pretended to be invincible is this ; that the manner of it
s ineomprehensible. And it is necessarily so; for it is impos-
sible that what is infinite should be comprehended by a finite
mind. '
The incarnation of the Son of God, wherein the essence of
christianity consists, is not contrary to reason. Indeed it is im-
possible that the divine nature should be substantially changed
into the human nature, and God cease to be God in becoming
man, but the union of the Deity to the human nature is not im--
possible. For what repugnance is there, either in respect of God
or the creature? * Is it impossible that the supreme goodness
should communicate itself in the strictest degree of union to the
reasonable creature, or is the reasonable creature incapable to re-
ceive the highest favour? This is a great mystery ; but the divine
omnipotence is not to be limited by our narrow thoughts. It is
most reasonable to believe that God can do what we cannot dis-

- ® Aug. Epist. 5. Volus. Deaus deum aliquid posse, quod nos fatemur in
vestigare non posse. la talibus rebus, tota ratio facti, est potentia faci-
entis, -
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cover how it is performed. * Seneca prudently obsetves that ex-
traordinary effects in nature are unaccountable to us, as to their
immediate proper causes, whilst we only consider the usual prin-
ciples by which it works. Nay, in the most common works of
nature how many things are so perceptible to sense that none is
8o stupid as to deny them, yet imperceptible to reason as to the
manner of their production? Who understands the admirable
conjunction of the soul and body in man? How two metals of
so precious and so base alloy, gold and lead, a spirit and matter,
the one celestial the other earthly, should so strictly combine,
and notwithstanding such diversity in their natures and proper-
ties, embrace with such concord in their inclinations? Now if
the sharpest cye, fixed with the greatest attention cannot discern
the manner of this natural union when the thing is above all
doubt, can there be any pretence to disbelieve supernatural mys-
teries because we are not able to comprehend how they are af-
fected ? .

3. There being infallible proofs that Jesus Christ was sent
from God to make known his compassionate counsels for the sal-
vation of man, the consequence is clear and necessary, that the
doctrines of his gospel are to be received, though never s0 incom-
prehensible to the natural understanding. There is no demon-
stration more sure than the principle of faith ; God has declared
80, therefore it is true. It is injurious to his honeur to require any
other proof of his word than his word. It is incomparably more
certain that God cannot deceive us, than that our understandi
are not deceived. Now what is the main subject of the gospel ?
It instructs us that ¢ the word was God, and the word was made
flesh.” Can there be a more plain declaration who Jesus Christ
is, that we may conceive aright of his natures, his virtues, his
Prerogatives and merits? It is not possible without violence to
interpret the words otherwise than they plainly signify, that a
divine Being assumed the human nature, and was God-Man.
This was also declared by Jesus Christ. For when the Jews, sup-
posing him to be a mere man, taxed him for the violation of
the sabbath, in his doing a miraculous cure on that day, he re-

* Quare quicquam nobis insolituss est ? quia naturam oculis non ratione
comprehendimus, nec cogitamus quid illa facere possit, sed tantum quid fe-
cerit,2 Natur, Quest. lib, 6.
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plied to their exception, “ My Father works hitherto, and I
work :” That is, as God is not subject to the law of the sabbath,
but uninterruptedly does the works of his merciful providence ;
%0 I bis Son work in all times without limitation. This expres-
sion the Jews truly understood to import no less than an equali~
ty with God, a Son being of the same nature with his Father,
and therefore charged him with blasphemy. Our Saviour allows
their interpretation, but vindicates it from impiety by a further
declaring hig communion with God in his will and power, that
he performed divine works ; that he might  receive the same
divine honour as the Father had. And shall we not believe this
testimony that Jesus Christ gives of himself? Did not the *
WORD understand the meaning of his own expressions { Could
truth deceive ? Was it possible for wisdom to speak improperly ?
Was power defective and unable to declare what it would have
us to understand ? How unreasonable is it then to object how
can this be ? 'What pride is it to rebel against the divine revela-
tion ? What obstinacy to remain unsatisfied, unless we discover
how terms so distant in themselves, the highest Being, GOD,
dnd the lowest in the sphere of rational beings, man, should be
so strictly united? How they shiould be so intimately, joined with-
out confusion of natures in one person, that it is truly said, God
was humbled to the form of a servant, and man is raised jto the
right hand of God. Here it is our duty to subject our poblest
faculty, the understanding, to divine revelation. Ia the doca
trines of faith as well as in the disposures of providence, it is .
sufficient to check presumptuous curiosity, that God is the
tmhor.

* T shall add one cousndemlon more : if Jesus Christ was not
what he declared himself to be, the Son of God, he was a most
impious man. For it is impiety in the supreme degree, for any
i the pure order of creatures to assume divine honour: but the
.quality of his doctrine, and sanctity of his life, infinitely clear
him from such a vile charge. For is it conceivable that a per-
son guilty of the highest even sacrilegious pride, should be an

* Aut forte qui verbum est significationem verbi ignoravit ? & qui veritas
est, loqui vera nescivit? & qui sapientia est, in stultiloquio erravit? & qui
virtus est, in ea fuit infirmitate, ut non possit eloqui qua vellet intelligi?
Hilar, tb, 8, de Trinit.
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wstructor of the most perfect humility to the world? It is the
special cbaracter of his religion that distinguisbes it from all
other iustitutions, that it preserves the divine glory entire; that
it makes the profoundest fmpressions in the hearts of men of their
wmeanness and vanity, and inspires them with an humble sense of
their infinite distance from God. And for the boliness of his
life, I sball produce a testimony that can be liable to no excep-
tion ; it is of Porphiry a platounic philosopher, who excelled as
in learning and eloquence, so in maliguity, the most furious ene~
mies of christianity ; yet he was by irresistible evidence compel-
led 1o acknowledge, “ That Jesus Christ was a most pious and
excellent person, and that after his death be ascended into hea.
ven”. And is it credible that the same person, whose life was a
glorious example of holiness and righteousness, should be guilty
of the most transcendent wickedness ¢ 1t is not possible for an
unprejudiced mind to entertain such a suspicion.

. That the Son of God was here below in a mean state, that
he was exposed to the most cruel agnd ignominious death, if we
consider the great end of his condescending goodness, it will
appear to be most worthy of bim ; and that there is no contra«
diction in the things themselves, but in the perverse minds of in~
fidels : for,

First, He was to redeem the world not in the way of majesty,
but by huwble obedience, and sufferings. Thus it was ordered
by divine wisdom for the honour of God's attributes and govern-
ment. Now if he had appeared in sensible glory, the design of
bis coming had been frustrated : who would have dared to con-
demn him to the infamous death of the cross? Who would bave
shed his blood, the price of our redemption? And it is very ob.
servable that our Saviour made no use of his supernatural pow-
er, when the doing a miracle before Herod would have struck
him with the reverence of him as a divine man, and might have
preserved him from death. Nay, when the glittering bost of
beaven, all the orders of angels were in arms ready upon his
least call 1o have come swifter thau lightning for his rescue, yet
he meekly yielded himself up a bloody sacrifice to God, and an
ignominious spectacle to men. For thus it became him to fulfil
all righteousness.

Secondly, another great end of his coming was to found a
spiritual eternal kingdom ; he was constituted a new Adam, to
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regenerate men to an holy blessed life; that were condemned in
the first Adam to death and misery. Therefore bis life was a
continual exercise of self-demial, a pattern of innocence and pa-
tience, of doing good and suffering eyil. Thus he convinces
us that nothing is valuable in God’s account but boliness. Thus -
by his own example he instructs us in the divine philosopby, to
despise the good and evil things here, in order to our everlasting
bappiness. He ascended to heaven by the way of sufferings,
and calls us to follow him. The fruit of blessedness is ingrafted
on the thorns of poverty and persecution for his name sake. The
laws of his kingdom are inscribed on the body of his cross, and
must be copied in the hearts of his subjects. ‘And for this rea-
son when the apostles, (who after his resurrection had some re-
liques of their carnal conceit, tbat the kingdom of GOD should
come with. observation for its external splendour) asked him,
“ Lord, wilt thou at this time restore the kingdom of lsrael ?”
To raise their thoughts and affections above earthly things, he an-
swered, “ The Holy Ghost shall come upon you, and ye shall
be witnesses of me, both in Jerusalem, and in Judea, and in
Samaria, and unto the utmost ends of the earth.” Their preach-
ing his life and death should be attended with the power of the
spirit, to dispense vigorous influence into the hearts of men for
bhis imitation. And certainly his example is of admirable use
and profit. For thus he sweetens and makes honourable those
virtues, the exercise of which were very difficult and unpleasing
eitber in respect of their quality, being contrary to fleshly lusts, .
or as they expose to contempt in the opinion of the world. For
who can refuse, or be ashamed to practise the most severe self-
denial, when in that he is made a copy of so divine an original
as the'Son of God? Now considering what an influence his af-
flicted state has to procure eternal happiness for fallen man, and
to ‘prepare man for it, was it unbecoming him to descend thus
low ? Is it unbecoming that God loves as God ? That as infinite
" wisdom and power appeared in the creation, so infinite mercy
appears in our redemption { What is more divine than infinitely
to exceed all the ideas we can frame of perfect love? To do
greater things for his enemies, than men are willing to do for
their dearest friends? And where sin abounds, that grace super-
abounds? Thus the eye of reason cleared by revelation, sees that
the voluntary humiliation of the Son of God for a time, is so
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far from diminishing, that it exalts his majesty. This is the great
argument and motive of the adoration and solemm praise that
reasonable creatures shall for ever pay unto him, wherein bis
derivative glory consists.

From what has been discoursed we may see the just grounds
of our firm assent and perfect adherence to the doctrine of the
gospel. There are not only sufficient but abundant motives to
induce our belief, so that it is an extreme wonder that any to
whom it is revealed, should not see the truth so illustriously vi-
sible. The only account of such infidelity is given by the apos-
tle: “ The god of this world hath blinded the eyes of them which
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who
is the image of God, should shine upon them.” The love of
some lust fleshly or spiritual, renders men averse from receiving
" it. The mysteries of godliness are not confined to the specula-
tive mind, but are for moral ends, to regulate our {lives. From
hence it is that the cordial belief of them very much depends on
the temper and disposition ‘of the soul. The sincere humble
inquirer has an eminent advantage in the discovery of the truth
and spiritual excellencies of the gospel, above those who are
over-ruled by corrupt habits. For the carnal heart either wholly
turns the mind from thinking on those most sacred and concern-
ing objects, or weakens its intention that it does mnot seriously
and duly consider them. Men will studiously apply themselves
to secular arts, and can discern the truth of abstruse mathemati-
cal theorems, that are not distasteful to their evil affections;
yet though the principles of christian faith are as unquestionable
as the clearest propositions in geometry, they will not ponder
those things that may convince and persuade them to believe
what is directly opposite to their lusts. Besides, as corrupt hu-
mours vitiate the palate, and make what is pleasant bitter to the
taste ; 8o vicious desires darken and deprave the mind, and in-
cline it to judge of doctrines to be true or false as they are favour-
able or disagreeable to them. Carnal persons fortify every ob-
jection that may render the mysteries of godliness unlikely and
incredible, and will be partial for sensuality. Of this we have a
great instance in the first rejection of the gospel. The Jews
expected the Messiah would come with pompous wonders, and
external magnificence ; that he would deliver them from the
Roman yoke, and found an universal monarchy for them, and
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according to those carnal fancies they would understand the
promises concerning him.. Now though JESUS CHRIST ap-
proved himself to be the Son of God, the true Messiah, by the
sanctity of his life, the rectitude of his doctrine, and the divinity
of his miracles, yet for the poverty and meanness of his condition,
being without any sensible show of greatness and glory, they
despised him as most unworthy that divine relation and office.
‘Though 4in dim all the characters of the Messiah were conspicu~
ous, and the wscriptures declare expressly, ¢ that the Messiah
the Prince .should be cut off, but not for himself, but to make
seconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteous-
ness ;" yet they were so prepossessed with the ideas of a terrene
felicity, that they would interpret all the scriptures by that mea-
sure, as if the Messiah should come into the world to repair no
other ruins but of their temporal state and Lberty.: therefore
they spake of him with scornful titles ;. ¢ as for this fellow we
know not from whence he is:” and .is not this the carpenter?”’
8hall the glorious prophecies of the Messiah be accomplished in
him?. < Shall he have dominion from sea to sea, and from the
river to the ends of the earth? Shall all kings bow down be-
fore him, and all nations serve him?”’ There was nathing to
satisfy their sight in his outward appearance and retinue; and
his miraculous condescension, so much below their expectations,
was more powerful to harden them in unbelief, than all his su-
pernatural operations to induce them to believe in him. And as
the Jews from their affection to secular things, were enemies to
the gospel; so the heathen philosophers from spiritual pride :
for they vainly affected the praise of knowledge and virtue, as the
fruit of their own mind, and the product of their own will. They
did not consider God as the fountam of truth; and whether the
ray of his knowledge comes directly and immediately into us, or
by reflection from others, the glory of it is entirely due to him.
Besides, the great mysteries of godliness not being suitable to
their first opinions, were rejected with disdain as foolish impos-
sibilities. And in every age sinee, even in the pale of the church,
there are some secret infidels that esteem the government a fable,
and some who peremptorily deny the fundamental articles of Chris-
tianity. Those who are slaves to their eyes and appetites will
raise clouds to obscure that truth that forbids their dear lusts
upon pain of damnation, The pretended difficulty of belief, is
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but a thin transparent pretence, the difficulty of practice is the
true cause of their rejecting the gospel. They would not have
the precepts of it to be their duty, and therefore are unwilling to
acknowledge the doctrines of it to be true. And those who set
up a tribunal in their own understandings to which divine revela-
tion must submit, will not believe what is above their presumptu-
ous reason. But that the soul exemptJfrom passions and preju-
dice has'no just temptation to disbelieve the christian doctrine,
is evident ; in that so many persons in whom the concurrence of
wisdom and virtue was eqhally flourishing and excellent, after the
most exact discussion, embraced it as the heavenly truth. If
there were falseness in its principles, or weakness in its proof,
how could it escape their discovery? And that they were sin-
eere in their belief is above all doubt ; for they willingly sacrificed
all that is valuable and dear in this life for the profession of it.
Now was it ever known that any person would knowingly choose
an error so destructive? The will seduced by sense embraces
sometimes that that is condemned by reason, but it never ad-
heres to those that are contrary both to reason and sense. . By
this it appears that infidelity has no just plea from the insuffi-
ciency of the proofs of the christian religion, which have fully
satisfied the wisest, the most considerate and sincere, part of
mankind. A corrupt heart is the spring and principle of the il-
lusions of the mind in things that concern salvation.

2. The gospel propounds to us the most proper and powerful
motives of love to God. In the visible world there is a represen-
tation so conspicuous and full of his divine majesty, power and
wisdom that formed and regulates all things, that it is not possi-.
ble but the attentive regarding of it, will make impressions of
reverence and fear, will raise our esteem and admiration. But
those are dead sentiments without love. And that in the guilty
creature fearful of God’s wrath, must be first excited by the hopes
of his pardoning mercy. Now ¢ the love and kindness of God
eur Saviour appeared to man in his redemption’ in the most
eminent manner. Though in that blessed work the divine per-
fections are relucent in various effects, wisdom designed it, power
accomplished it, holiness and righteousness were gloriously de-
clared in it ; yet; as it is applied to the benefit of man, it is the
sole effect of wise, almighty, holy, tender love. Mercy softened
God’s bowels, opened heaven, sent down his Son to be one with

-
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us in nature, that he might exchange his merits and blessedness
for our guilt and misery. Miraculous love! to make his only
begotten Son our brother, to humble him .to the condition of &
servant, that we most unworthy to be his servants should be ad-
vanced to be his children: nay, to expose him to the death of
malefactor, equally ignominious and painful, that we malefactors
might obtain life and glory. If ever love deserved the title of
excess, it isthis; for though not without reason, yetit is without
all bounds and measure. It is so far above our thought, that it
is hard to have a firm belief of it. What the Psalmist speaks of
the temporal deliverance of the church, is more justly applicable
to its spiritual eternal deliverance.  When the Lord turned
again the captivity of Sion, we were like to them that dream.”
As if a poor man fancying in a dream that he is a king adorned
with the ensigns of royalty, and between hopes and fears should
inquire of himself, Am I awake and in my right mind? Is this
sceptre, this robe, this crown real? Or, is it all the pleasant de-
ceit of imagination? And how can we reflect upon the amazing
grace of God that brings salvation, but such thoughts will arise ?
Is it true that God did not spare his most innocent and dear Son
to absolve us guilty rebels? Did he die for his Father’s enemies
and his own? Unparalleled love! only to be fully conceived by
an infinite understanding. That the divine Father should seem
to love us more than his only begotten Son, in giving him up to
death for us; that the Son of God should love us more than his
own life, in dying to reconcile us to his Father, were incredible
but for the testimony of God himself. Who can resist the sweet
violence, the powerful attractives of this love? How can any
person. that has the use of reason to consider this great love, not
be inflamed with affection towards his Saviour? How is it pos-
sible that these wide extremes should be found united, the in-
finite goodness of God, and the equal unthankfulness of men?
That they hate and offend whom they are obliged by the dearest
titles to love and serve. Methinks such unnatural ingratitude
should only be found in hell; where despair of redemption has
blotted out in those lost souls the memory of the love aild merits
of the Redeemer. But that on earth where his most precious
‘blood was shed, and is applicable for the salvation of all that will
receive him by faith and love, that here injuries are returned for
his inestimable benefits, is the most enormous impiety. * ¢ What

* Paulia,
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shall we render unto him for our evils which he hath suffered,
for his benefits which he gives to us? All that we can endure
for his sake, is not comparable to one thorn of his bleeding crown.
Let us return love, that is so infinitely due to him. Woe to us if
we do not love him.’

Consider further, that the same most free love that gave the
Redeemer for us, has revealed him to us. For who could have
imagined that the Son of God should descend from his thronesin
heaven, and from the bosom of his Father into the womb of a
virgin-mother, and become man, to save us by his sufferings ?
Who could have any hopes that the human nature, our low and
heavy earth, should ascend above the heavens? The world by
natural light knew no more of his coming to recover it from
misery, than it perceived when the same Word in the creation
raised it from the abyss of nothing. This should make us most
sensible of his favour. But every one will pretend to love his
Saviour. Now that we may not deceive ourselves with a flashy
affection, the rule of trial is plain, our love to him must corre-
spond in’its kind and quality with his love, to us, and that was
declared in doing and suffering what was requisite for our salva-
tion. The precious tree does not heal the sore by its fragrancy,
but must be wounded to give it a sovereign balm. Our Saviour
did not only express in words his compassionate sense of our
misery, that alone had been sufficient, but ¢ loved us, and washed
us from our sins in his blood.””  After his resurrection he showed
his pierced hands and side to the disciples, not only the real
proofs that he was Jesus that suffered, but of his love. They
might see his heart open and hands rent for them. And such a
love is due to him. That which is only productive of leaves and
blossoms, of affectionate words of our Saviour, but unfruitful in
the works of holiness, may deceive men by a fair appearance,
but not his eye, who judges of the truth and strength * of our
love to him, by our keeping his commandments.” In short, as
an active heat proceeds by an emanation from the fire; so a
cheerful readiness and zeal to do the will of Christ naturally
flow from love consecrated to him. But to enforce this the
more, let us further consider.

3. We are obliged by all the titles of gratitude and justice, of
l(l:a}::ural and divine reason, to walk as becomes the gospel of

rist.
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First, The dignity of the author requires this of us. The Son
of God came down from heaven; and if the allusion may be
allowed, !

——circum caput omne micantes
Deposuit radios, propiusque accedere jussit ;

laid down his glory, that he might familiarly teach us our duty
in order to our happiness: “ And if the word spoken by angels
was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a
just recompence of reward; how shall we escape if we neglect
so great salvation, which at the first, began to be spoken by the
Lord ?”

Secondly, The perfection and plainness of this rule. Itisa
wise observation, * ¢ That those laws are best for government,
that are so clear and particular that nothing is left to the will of
the inferior judge, who is not usually so capable, and pure from
by-respects as the lawgiver.” The gospel is a light wherein all
virtues shine in their bright eminence, and all vices blush in their
odious deformity. It excludes all obscurity, that the meanest
understandings may see the way to happiness. There can be no
palliations and excuses for those who will rather argue than obey.
For the revelation of God’s will is so full and open in it, that it
is direct rebellion not to yield entire subjection to it: ¢ and they
who know their master’s will, and do it not, shall be beaten with
many stripes.”

. Thirdly, To commend it to our practice we have an example
of perfect obedience set before us. If Jesus Christ had repre-
sented in the world no other person but of ¢ the word and wis-
dom of his Father;” as a master to regulate and guide us by his
commands, had revealed to us the secrets of another world, and
then ascended to heaven ; the highest reverence and observance
had been due to his laws. But to encourage and edge our in-
dustry he was pleased to exhibit in his life & pattern of universal
obedience. He gave us rules of such perfect holiness, that there
seemed no necessity of his practice for.our instruction: and the
living image of his laws was so visible in his actions, that his sole
example affords us a model of entire sanctity. There is no kind
of virtue from the lowest to the most heroic, of which he might
not say as he did to his disciples in his last supper, “ I have
' : ® Arist. Rbet,
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given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.”
And what should be more powerful in the breasts of. christians
than a sacred ambition to be like the Son of God, than a dear
affection to be conformed to their Saviour ?

Fourthly, To excite us to our duty, the gospel offers such a
reward to ehcourage obedience, and threatens such prepared
plagues against disobedience, that unless a man be miraculously
transformed into a stupid beast, he cannot but be moved by
them.

Now what darkness of mind, or rather what perverseness of
heart is it, if the great interest of the one and the other etemity,
the blessed and the miserable, be not sufficient to work upon
us? But alas! how many who pretend to be the disciples of
Christ, do not obey him as their master, love him as their Re-
deemer, nor fear him as their Judge? They live as if Christ
had commanded them to please, not to “ crucify the flesh, and
the lusts thereof :”’ as if he had bid them set all their affections,
their loves, desires, hopes, joys in the present perishing things,
and not in everlasting to come ; to labour for the riches of this
wonld, as if they were eternal inhabitants on the earth, and not
strangers and pilgrims in the way to heaven. These are worse
enemies of our Saviour than the heathens that do not know him,
or the Jews that deny him. For, wearing the livery of his ser-
vants, they * defame his most holy profession, obscure his glory,

d blaspheme him in their lives. If infidels that never heard
the sound of the gospel, should see their conversation, what
judgment would they make of the excellence of Christ, and the
holiness of his law? They would t blaspheme his goodness:
without defence. Unholy christians are the most guilty sinners
in the world. And their punishment will be heightened accord-
ingly : for they exasperate mercy, and make the blood of atone-
ment to cry for vengeance against them. If it be extreme per-
verseness to dishelieve the gospel after so clear a revelation from
God ; what degree of folly and wickedness is it, for those who
believe its truth, to contradict the evidence and design of it in
their lives, as if there were no doubt of its falseness ?

# Qu# cum ita sint, magna videlicet preerogativa de nomine Christianita-

tis blandiri possumus, quia ita agimus, ac vivimus, ut hoc ipsum quod christi-
anus populus esse dicimur, opprobrium Christi esse videamur.

+ /Bstimari de cultoribus suis potest ille qui colitar. Quomedo emim bo-
m;u Magister est, cujus tam males videmus discipulos. 2 Salv. D¢ Guberm,
ub, 4,



